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RESEARCH ARTICLE
Geographical analysis of the crime phenomenon in Iraq and Libya

(comparative study)
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ABSTRACT

Criminal behavior is one of the most dangerous social phenomena threatening human security, stability, and even life. It is
behavior that is harmful Criminal behavior in Iraq and Libya represents a complex issue intertwined with numerous causes,
including economic and social factors, the absence of justice, and genetic factors, which can play a role in nurturing criminal
behavior when combined with other environmental and social factors acquired by criminals after birth, as well as family and
familial disintegration. The manifestations of crime in both countries are diverse, ranging from money laundering, murder,
antiquities smuggling, drug cultivation, child kidnappingarms trafficking, bombings, and forced evictions. Both countries suffer
from fragile political and security environments following prolonged conflicts (the civil war in Libya since 2011, the US
occupation of Irag in 2003, and the rise of ISIS in 2014). The collapse of the central state has led to the spread of criminal
patterns linked to the security vacuum. The study concluded that both countries suffer from multiple forms of crime that threaten
security and stability within each country and represent an inevitable result of the activities of criminal organizations, the absence
of legitimacy and corruption in government institutions, the weakness of the rule of law, the threat to state and societal
institutions, and the violation of national sovereignty.

Keywords: Geographical analysis, Iraq, Libya, criminal behavior, manifestations of criminal behavior, causes of criminal
behavior
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