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RESEARCH ARTICLE
Spatial analysis of theft crimes in Al-Qadisiyah Governorate in 2024
“"Lateef Kamel Kelaiwy °"Maha Reda Mahmoud

ar College of Education for Human Sciences/Al-Muthanna University
IO’*Ministry of Education / General Directorate of Education in Qadisiyah

ABSTRACT

Theft crimes represent a social problem that has plagued societies in ancient and modern times, due to the damage they cause to the social,
economic, psychological, and cultural aspects of society. Therefore, geography, like other sciences, strives to find appropriate solutions to reduce
this phenomenon, given the significant property losses it causes and the spread of chaos and insecurity in society. Therefore, social geography, as a
branch of human geography, attempts to explore the most important factors and causes that lead to the commission of this crime, regardless of its
type. Accordingly, the research problem revolved around the following question: Is there an increase in theft crimes in Al-Qadisiyah Governorate?
What are their causes? The aim of the research is to uncover theft crimes in Al-Qadisiyah Governorate, understand their variations according to
administrative units, and clarify the reasons and motives behind the commission of the crime of theft in the governorate. The research relied on
annual criminal records issued by the Federal Diwaniyah Court of Appeal and police stations affiliated with the administrative units, in addition to
fieldwork by developing a questionnaire for perpetrators of the crime of theft. The most important results of the research are that there is a spatial
variation in the distribution of theft crimes, as theft crimes were largely concentrated in urban centers such as Diwaniyah, Hamza, Al-Shamiya, and
Afak due to the intensity of economic and commercial activity and high population density. The lowest rates were recorded in rural areas (such as
Al-Shanifiyah) due to tribal customs that limit the reporting of crimes. In addition, there are factors that motivate the commission of theft crimes in
the governorate. Among these factors, the most influential are economic factors represented by (poverty and unemployment), which were the main
driver in 53.5% of cases. Social factors, such as family disintegration and bad friends, contributed to 26.8% of the total theft crimes in the

governorate.
Keywords: theft crimes, the extent of theft crimes, motives for theft crimes
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