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ABSTRACT

Human diversity can be a source of strength for nations, enriching their intellectual landscape and fostering
creativity. On the other hand, it can be accompanied by difficulties in coexistence or assimilation among individuals.
Some differences can turn into problems, tensions, and even confrontations that may amount to ethnic cleansing between
clans. The division into clans or tribes remains a cause of fragmentation in societies, contributing to the state's deprivation
of its regulatory role. Turning to the specific context of Muthanna Governorate, geographical factors play a significant
role in the emergence of these tensions. These include ownership of land and pastures, sources of irrigation and drinking
water, alongside social and security factors. In light of these complexities, this study aims to analyze the geographical
distribution of tribal tension hotspots in the governorate using Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and their causes.
The study applies spatial analysis techniques and geographic representation models to identify areas most vulnerable to
conflicts. The analysis showed that tribal conflicts are mainly concentrated in the districts of Al-Rumaitha and Al-
Suwayr. Most of the conflicts are primarily caused by social issues (41.26%), about a third relate to land ownership
factors (33.57%), and 25.17% are linked to economic factors.

Keywords Tribal tension, Geographic Information Systems, Geographic Analysis, Muthanna Governorate, Tribal
conflicts
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