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RESEARCH ARTICLE

Suicide, Attempted Suicide, and Incitement to Suicide in lIraqi Law
Kazem Shahad Hamza

ABSTRACT

This research examines the legal treatment of suicide, attempted suicide, and incitement to suicide within the framewor
f Iraqi law. While Iraq’s Penal Code No. 111 of 1969 does not criminalize the act of suicide or its attempt, the Interne
ecurity Forces Penal Code No. 14 of 2008 imposes penalties on police officers who attempt or incite suicide. The stud
1alyzes legislative and jurisprudential trends regarding the permissibility or criminalization of these acts. It also explores th
igal distinction between the act of suicide, which lacks an external victim, and its contribution or facilitation by others
thich may constitute a criminal offense. By discussing theoretical foundations, forms of criminal participation, and the rol
f intent, the research highlights the inconsistencies in Iragi law and calls for a balanced approach that considers both lege
rinciples and social realities. The study concludes with a recommendation to strengthen punitive measures against thos
'ho incite or assist in suicide, especially within the security sector, while also recognizing the need for preventive an
sychological support mechanisms.
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