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RESEARCH ARTICLE
Geographic analysis of the phenomenon of electronic blackmail in Al-

Muthanna Governorate

Hanan Abdul Rida Taher
Al- Muthanna Education Directorate/lraq.

ABSTRACT

The development of civilization and the openness in the field of information networks have been accompanied by the spread of
cyber-extortion. Despite the advantages that this technology has brought in various areas of life, it carries many risks, as the rates of
such crimes have increased and have become a threat to the stability of families. This study aims to shed light on the phenomenon of
cyber-extortion in Al-Muthanna Governorate, highlighting its magnitude and geographic distribution. The study relied on both
descriptive and analytical approaches to describe the phenomenon, outline its characteristics, analyze its causes, motives for its
spread and escalation, and its impact on the study community. The research reached several conclusions, including: the increase in
cases of cyber-extortion during the period (2021-2025), the higher rates among younger age groups and youth, particularly females
who are more exposed to extortion crimes. Some causes of this phenomenon include the lack of supervision, family disintegration,
and unsafe use of social media platforms, which has enabled extortionists to violate individuals’ freedoms. This necessitates raising
societal awareness about the dangers of extortion and enhancing the role of security and legal institutions in combating this
phenomenon.

Keywords: Geographic analysis, cyber extortion, cybercrime, crime, Al-Muthanna Governorate.
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