URUK FOR HUMANITIES 2026;19:74—93

RESEARCH ARTICLE

Spatial Variation of Urban Violence in Samawah

“"Salem Kassar Kazim ""Yahya Abdul-Hassan Falih
College of Education for Human Sciences/Al-Muthanna University

ABSTRACT

The research aims to shed light on the phenomenon of urban violence as an attempt to address the issue under study, which questions the
reality of this crime and its spatial variations at the level of residential neighborhoods. It was hypothesized that urban violence in Al-Samawah
City (verbal violence, violence against property, physical violence) is a result of the rapid quantitative development of urban growth in Al-
Samawah at rates that do not match the rates of urban development, resulting from the exacerbation of the phenomenon of urban congestion in
the city.

The research concluded that there is an inverse relationship between the individual's economic and educational level on one hand and their
resorting to violence (verbal violence, violence against property, physical violence) on the other. It was found that this phenomenon is linked to
informal and random areas, as the unplanned urban growth factor is an important and essential contributor to the spread of this phenomenon. The
field study revealed that 30.3% of those surveyed had been exposed to one of the types of urban violence. It was also shown that males,
especially young men, are more susceptible to violence than females. The study concluded with several recommendations, including improving
the economic and social development reality, expanding the labor market to include work-capable groups, reducing unemployment rates, and
focusing on youth, particularly young males, by establishing youth centers and preparing them for jobs that suit their abilities.

Keywords: Verbal and physical violence, material violence
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