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Abstract

It is essential, at the outset of this study, to pause at the terminological confusion that has
surrounded poetry written outside the traditional system of Arabic meters and rhythms. This
disorder in naming has constituted a central issue in lengthy critical debates that have, for the most
part, failed to reach a constructive or fruitful dialogue within the trajectory of modern Arabic
poetry. The term “prose poem” in particular, with its inherent conceptual and linguistic
contradictions, has stood at the very heart of this controversy.

The expressive possibilities offered by this open form of writing provide a strong impetus to
reconsider the problematic relationship between the boundaries of poetic writing in its
contemporary manifestations and the evolving aesthetic and epistemological foundations that
underlie them. Moreover, envisioning the future of the prose poem as a poetic form liberated from
inherited metrical constraints cannot be achieved apart from tracing its complex and intertwined
history, and understanding it in light of the long and deeply rooted Arabic poetic tradition that has
profoundly contributed to shaping Arab cultural identity.

The persistent confusion—at least conceptually—between “poetic prose” and the “prose
poem”, both at the textual and critical levels, has resulted in the absence of a coherent and
systematic critical framework. It has also given rise to recurrent intellectual and literary disputes
concerning the legitimacy of this new poetic form and its capacity to represent the evolution of
modern Arabic poetics, as well as its right to embody poetic modernity as a transformation in
aesthetic consciousness rather than merely a variation in formal structure.

Keywords: prose poem, terminological inconsistency, poetic writing
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