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The effectiveness of the Open Mind Theater strategy in improving the
achievement of second-grade middle school students in Arabic grammar and
their critical thinking.

Lecturer Doctor
Ali Kadhum Khudhair Al-Khalidi

pecialist Supervisor / General Directorate of Education in Babylon Governorate
Abstract:

This study aims to investigate the effectiveness of the Open Mind Theater
strategy in enhancing the academic achievement of second-grade intermediate
students in Arabic grammar and developing their intelligent thinking. The study
adopted a quasi-experimental design with two groups: an experimental group and a
control group, using a post-test for achievement and an intelligent thinking scale. To
achieve the research objectives, a purposeful sample of 67 students was selected,
distributed across the two groups, with the experimental group comprising 33
students and the control group comprising 34 students

The research groups were matched according to the following variables:
chronological age (in months), prior achievement in Arabic grammar, Raven's
Intelligence Test, and the Intelligent Thinking Scale. The study was conducted during
the first semester of the 2024-2025 academic year. The behavioral objectives of the
topics to be taught were formulated, totaling 155 behavioral objectives according to
the four levels of Bloom's taxonomy: remembering, understanding, applying, and
analyzing.

To achieve the objectives of the study, the researcher prepared two research
instruments: the achievement test, consisting of 40 multiple-choice items with four
alternatives, and the Intelligent Thinking Scale, consisting of 30 items. The face and
content validity of both instruments were verified by a panel of experts in education
and Arabic language teaching methods, and the discrimination index, difficulty
index, and effectiveness of the incorrect alternatives for each item were calculated
using appropriate statistical methods. The reliability of the achievement test,
estimated using the Kuder-Richardson 20 formula, was 0.83, while the reliability of
the Intelligent Thinking Scale, calculated using Cronbach's alpha, was 0.92. After
statistically analyzing the results using the independent samples t-test, it was found
that the experimental group, taught using the Open Mind Theater strategy,
outperformed the control group, which was taught using the conventional method, on
both the achievement test and the Intelligent Thinking Scale.

Key words: Open Mind Theater, Achievement, Second Intermediate Grade,
Arabic Language, Smart Thinking
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