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ABSTRACT

Iraq in general, and Al-Muthanna Governorate in particular, witnessed political and administrative transformations after 2003. These
transformations negatively impacted the security, social, and economic situation in the governorate, manifesting themselves in multiple
manifestations, most notably the spread of crime in its various forms, which constituted a serious challenge and a real threat to its security and
stability. Drug crimes, in particular, are no less dangerous than terrorist crimes, which undermine citizens' peace and the state's human security,
as well as its economic systems. Hence, the importance of this research paper, as it analyzes, using a scientific approach, this deadly scourge that
has become widespread in the governorate. The number of crimes in the governorate reached approximately (5,088) crimes during the period
(2005-2020), making it an incubator for drug trafficking networks and a consumer market for narcotic substances targeting the elements of
power, "the youth," who rely on it to achieve economic growth and sustainable development at the state and governorate levels

Keywords: spatial analysis, geography of crime, drug crimes, Muthanna Governorate.
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