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Hermeneutic understanding

By: Prof. Dr. Hassan Nadhem Abd
UNESCO Chair for the Development of Interreligious Dialogue Studies in
the Islamic World at the University of Kufa

Abstract
This study elucidates the complexities surrounding the hermeneuti-
cal practice by which the “understanding” underwent several philo-
sophical phases until it finally blended into the human existence
within the existentialism philosophy.
This “understanding” is what ultimately determine our existence
and attitudes, given that it is the outset for exerting our existence,
not only at the level of theoretical attitudes and intellectual ideas,
but also at the level of our actions, being steered by this “under-
standing” once it gains full control over us.
This “understanding” is ingrained in our psyches, latent as “preju-
dices” within us, whilst both the “understanding” and “prejudices”
formulate each other, and likewise steer the direction of the herme-
neutics of texts.
Key words: hermeneutics, understanding, method, text.
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