URUK FOR HUMANITIES 2025;18:799-818

RESEARCH ARTICLE

George Marshall and His Role in Shaping American Foreign Policy
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ABSTRACT

This article examines the pivotal role played by General George Marshall¢< U.S. Secretary of State (1947—
1949)¢ in shaping American foreign policy in the immediate post—World War II period. The study focuses
on the international circumstances that compelled Washington to redefine its global strategy« particularly
with the onset of the Cold War and the rise of the Soviet challenge in Europe. Marshall was the epitome of
a leader who combined military vision with diplomatic skill, making him one of the most influential figures
in shaping the modern world. The article discusses the Marshall Plan for the reconstruction of Western
Europe as a dual-purpose tool: humanitarian in seeking to rescue collapsing economies¢ and political—
security-oriented in aiming to contain communist influence and consolidate the Western alliance. It also
highlights Marshall’s contribution to establishing transatlantic cooperation structures that later paved the
way for the creation of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). The study concludes that Marshall’s
contributions during this period went beyond launching a historic economic program; they laid the
institutional and political foundations for U.S. dominance in the international system throughout the second
half of the twentieth century.
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