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Abstract:
This study aims to analyze the phenomenon of duality in the application of the
concept of human security within the United Nations' practices, through a case
study of the Gaza Strip, which serves as a living example of the complexities
involved in humanitarian intervention within an asymmetric conflict
environment subject to intertwined political and security considerations.
Although the United Nations promotes human security as a cornerstone of its
contemporary interventions, reality reveals fundamental contradictions between
discourse and practice, manifested in selectivity, the neutralization of
impartiality, and the subjugation of humanitarian standards to international
pressures.
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The research employs a critical analytical methodology to deconstruct the
relationship between declared humanitarian principles—such as neutrality,
impartiality, and independence—and the mechanisms of actual intervention in
Gaza. It indicates that the UN’s responses have often been governed by the
interests of influential international powers rather than stemming from purely
humanitarian commitments. The study also addresses the repercussions of this
duality in terms of the erosion of the intrinsic value of human security, the loss
of public trust in the international system, and the failure to provide effective
protection to civilians.

The research concludes that overcoming this dilemma necessitates a
reassessment of the institutional framework of the United Nations, the insulation
of its humanitarian work from politicization, and the development of oversight
tools that ensure consistency between principles and practice, especially in
protracted and complex conflicts such as the Palestinian case. The Gaza
experience, with its accumulated humanitarian tragedy, constitutes a revealing
mirror of the structural deficiencies within the UN protection system and calls
for a fundamental accountability of the concept of human security itself.
Keywords: Human Security, United Nations, Duality, Gaza Conflict,
Humanitarian Neutrality
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(4)European Commission — Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations (ECHO).
Humanitarian Principles. Brussels: European Union, 2015, pp.3-4

(5) Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). 2012. Humanitarian
Principles. New York: United Nations, 2012, pp.2-3
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(3) United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).
"Humanitarian Situation Update: Gaza Strip." United Nations, 16 July 2025. Available at:
un.org
(4) United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA). "UNRWA Situation Report No. 156:
Gaza Strip and West Bank, including East Jerusalem." UNRWA, 7 October 2025. Available at:
unrwa.org
(5  GlobalSecurity.org. "Israeli-Palestinian Conflict: Gaza Strip Displacement and
Humanitarian Crisis." Global Security Analysis, 15 March 2025. Available at:
globalsecurity.org
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(2) Ibid. p.43
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(1) Michelle Nichols, Palestinian President Abbas urges UN to stop the war in Gaza, Reuters,
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