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Abstract

The present study examines mothers’ perspectives on their children's use
of digital media platforms, within the context of shifting patterns in children's
cartoon viewing—particularly toward platforms like YouTube. This shift
raises several questions regarding children's general use of these platforms,
especially YouTube, and the challenges and risks associated with the
educational and social impacts of the diverse content they consume, which
ranges from beneficial to harmful. It also explores the methods of supervision
and guidance available to mothers, as well as possible alternatives.

The study aimed to identify the most frequently used medium for
watching cartoons among children, with YouTube and television topping the
list. It sought to assess the intensity of children's YouTube viewing from the
mothers’ point of view, examine the extent of mothers’ approval of their
children watching cartoons on YouTube, and explore the methods of
guidance and supervision mothers employ over the digital content their
children consume.

The researcher adopted a descriptive survey methodology and used a
guestionnaire as the primary research tool. For sampling, a multi-stage
sampling method was applied, targeting kindergarten children in Baghdad.
The researcher selected kindergartens affiliated with the Ministry of
Education in both Al-Karkh (Districts 1, 2, and 3) and Al-Rusafa (Districts 1,
2, and 3). From each directorate, 10% of the total number of kindergartens
was selected, and from each chosen kindergarten, 10 children were randomly
selected—thus identifying the mothers who participated in the study.

The study concluded that: It is essential for mothers to build a strong
relationship of trust with their children to foster transparent and honest
communication and a positively interactive family environment. This
enhances children's acceptance of and satisfaction with maternal guidance
and supervision, refining their use and choices in line with parental direction.
Mothers and fathers must stay informed about smart device usage and
familiarize themselves with the applications and updates of digital media
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platforms their children engage with. Mothers should diversify their guidance
and supervision strategies and set appropriate timeframes for YouTube usage,
tailored to their circumstances at home or work, ensuring both benefit and
enjoyment for their children.

Keywords: Cartoons, Digital Media, YouTube, Mothers' Perspective
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