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Abstract:

This research addresses the topic of “The Crime of Airport Assault”, as one of the highly
significant issues due to the strategic and vital role that airports play. Airports are directly
linked to national security, sovereignty, and air transportation. They represent one of the
most essential infrastructures for global transportation, with increasing reliance on them
day after day as air traffic, trade, and cultural exchange continue to grow. Airports serve
as a fundamental point of departure for international connectivity. Unlawful acts
committed against airports have become increasingly diverse and include sabotage,
destruction, bombing, the use of explosives, and other acts that constitute an assault.
Several factors have contributed to the spread of these crimes, such as political instability,
weak security apparatus, and motives that may be terrorist, political, economic, or social
in nature. The Iraqgi legislator has regulated this crime under Chapter Seven: Crimes
Involving Public Danger, specifically in Section Three: Offenses Against the Safety of
Means of Transportation and Public Communications, as set forth in Article 355 of the Iraqi
Penal Code. This research focuses on analyzing the elements of the crime of airport assault,
defining its scope, and examining the applicability of current criminal provisions to such
acts. It also discusses the key issues surrounding the adequacy of Article 355 in
encompassing all forms of this crime, especially considering the evolution of criminal
methods and the possibility of the crime occurring through non-intentional (negligent)
conduct. The study is divided into two main sections: the first discusses the nature of the
crime, while the second outlines the substantive legal rules governing it. The research
concludes with several findings, most notably that Article 355 may not comprehensively
address all forms of assault, whether committed intentionally or unintentionally, thus
highlighting the need for legislative revision to ensure stronger legal protection for
airports, along with the necessity of raising awareness among security and judicial
authorities regarding the seriousness and specificity of this crime.
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