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Abstract:
Afghanistan's location at the crossroads of three historically and geographically distinct
civilizations—the Middle East, Central Asia, and the Indian subcontinent—made it a
target for invasion and competition among global powers, both ancient and modern.
However, the price of Afghanistan's unique position once again placed it at the center
of international rivalry, drawing it into the calculations of the US-Soviet conflict during
the Cold War. It served as a bridge to the southern borders of the Soviet Muslim
republics, which American policy considered the Soviet Union's "soft underbelly."
Consequently, the Soviets worked to contain Afghanistan by mobilizing all their
diplomatic, intelligence, economic, and political resources, ultimately resorting to
military force and occupation. This marked the beginning of a new chapter in the
country's history, entirely different from its predecessors. This period was characterized
by conflicting information between US and Soviet intelligence reports regarding
assessments of the situation in Afghanistan. Soviet intelligence indicated the necessity
of providing military aid to the Afghan government to safeguard its interests and
maintain its troop presence. American intelligence, on the other hand, believed that
supporting the rebels by all means would provide an opportunity to destroy Soviet
military power.
Keywords; (CIA, Soviet intelligence, Pakistani intelligence, Iranian intelligence,

Afghan intelligence)
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