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From the architecture of the buildings of Babylon
In the first millennium BC
Prof. Dr. Hussein Ahmed Salman Al-Bawi

University of Mustansiriya / Faculty of Education

Abstract

he ruins of the city of Babylon are located to the north of the city of

Hilla, the center of Babil Governorate, about 10km and south of Bagh-
dad about 90 km. The ancient city of Babylon has witnessed excavations since
the end of the nineteenth century at the hands of the East German Institute and
under the auspices of the Kaiser (Philhem) and continued from (1899-1915
AD) and was headed by engineer (Robert Koldewey) and then rolled after the
end of World War I by the General Establishment of Antiquities and Heritage
within a project The revival of the ancient city of Babylon, which had an im-
portant role in excavation. And maintenance that all the excavated areas date
back to the modern Babylonian era and the time periods that followed.

As for the effects of the ancient Babylonian era, it was difficult to reach or
find their effects due to the high levels of groundwater because of the prox-
imity of the ancient city to the present Euphrates River, in addition to the
sabotage that Babylon was exposed to at the hands of the Assyrian kings and
the Achiminians. Also, if the decision of Nebuchadnezzar II (604-562 BC) to
rebuild the city of Babylon had a role in the judiciary and remove the remains
of the remains of the buildings of the ancient Babylonian era and the eras that
followed, it was constructed over the ruins of the buildings of the modern
Babylonian era. The lack of material archaeological evidence from the city of
Babylon for the ancient Babylonian era and the eras that preceded it makes
it difficult to know the city's early beginnings. The name Babel is the subject
of controversy and controversy in terms of its origin and interpretation, as
well as in its possession to the Sumerians, the Akkadian, or other people who
preceded them in the old Iraq residence. In the Sumerian language, Babylon
was known as (KA-DINIGER-RA-KI) and it is one of the oldest writings that
referred to the city of Babylon as the city of Babylon was known in the Akka-
dian language in the form of (bab-ilu) i.e. the portal of God and thus its name
is in the Babylonian formulas (Bab Al-Ula or Chapter of the Gods. There
are those who see that the name Babel is not Sumeria or Babylonian, but it
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is from the heritage of those anonymous people who were neither Sumerian
nor Semitic and settled the sedimentary plain since the earliest times of this
settlement and left in the Mesopotamian civilization some linguistic relics in
the forefront of which are the names of cities and places and the names of a
range of trades and professions, including the name of the city of Babylon,
which appeared in the form (Hey Belem. There are other names for Babylon,
including what was mentioned in the Torah in the form of (Babel or Shishk).
As for the Greeks, they called it the Babylon Babylon. The vicinity of the city
of Babylon is about (18 km) and its area is (2500 acres) , i.e. (10 million m 2) ,
and it is clear the large area of the ancient city of Babylon through its compar-
ison with the famous cities at that time, including the city of Nineveh which
covers an area (1850 acres) and its circumference (9km) and the city of Warka
(1110 acres) and its surroundings (9km) , the city of Assyria (150 acres), the
city of Kaleh (Nimrod) (800 acres) , Dorshroken (Khorsabad) (600 acres),
Hatocha, the capital of the Hittites (450acres) , and Athens (550acres). It ap-
pears from this comparison that Babylon was the largest city in the ancient
world, it is five times larger than the city of Athens. It is surrounded by two
huge walls. The outer wall can be observed starting from the adjacent to the
so-called Summer Palace, which is now Babylon Hill.

This wall was one of the new expansions that Nebuchadnezzar II added to
the city. The outer wall that surrounds it consists of three walls, one after the
other. The first wall is 7m thick, the second 7m is built with wages, and the
third 3m is also built with wages and in front of it is a ditch of water. Defense
towers were constructed in this fence. As for the inner wall, it is composed of
two walls, with towers, for defense. The first wall was known as (Imkar-Enlil)
and its thickness (6.5 m) , and the second wall was called (Nemati-Enlil) and
its thickness 73m. (The inner wall divides the city’s palaces into two parts,
the southern palace to the south and the northern palace, or what is called the
main palace. It is located north of the wall, and the famous Lion of Babylon
is located near it. The inner city has planned a regular planning characterized
by perpendicular streets that end with the eight gates of the city, which are
named each gate in the name of the god whose temple is located near it (the
gate of the god Adad, the gate of the god Anlil, the gate of the god Marduk,
the gate of the god Shamash, and the gate of the god Sun, The Gate of the God
of Urash, the Gate of the God Nabu, and the Gate of the Gods Ishtar) Among
the most famous streets in the city of Babylon. Which starts from the temple
of the god Marduk passing through the door of the goddess Ishtar to the south,
and this street is adorned with two huge walls not splendid of the door of the
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goddess Ishtar, each of which lays 60 lions symbol of the goddess Ishtar and
has a red or yellow mane on the floor of blue glazed faience. Among the other
monuments that are visible in the ancient city of Babel is the southern palace,
which has an area of (310 x 200 m2) and contains hundreds of rooms and the
most prominent of the five major squares. The third square (60 x 55 m2) has
been designated as the hall of the king's throne. In the northeastern corner of
the south palace there is an odd, irregular building (42 x 30 m) , the level of
which is lower than the palace and consists of small rooms with an average
capacity of one each (2.2 x 3 m) consisting of two rows. The excavators have
interpreted this as hanging gardens and we do not know anything about these.
The gardens are in cuneiform sources and not from the results of excavations,
except for those rooms that are believed to be storages of grains or wines. The
hanging gardens are mentioned in the writings of the Babylonian priest, who
lived at the beginning of the third century B.C. and the historian Strabo (64
BC-19 AD). And the number of cuneiform texts for the city of Babylon (1179
temples), small and large, and the number of large temples dedicated to the
celebrations of the god (153 temples). The Present, the Temple of Deity Nun-
nurta, the Temple of Deity Kola and the Temple of Deity Nabushkhari. To the
south of the southern palace is the so-called Babel Tower (E-temen-an-ki) ,
which means the home of the foundations of heaven and earth. The tower is
of the type of square towers whose base is (91.55 x 91.55 m 2) and built its
internal structure in milk and wrapped with a brick with a thickness of not
less than (15 m) and the base in the square towers should be as high as the
length of the base side. And it consisted during the reign of Nebuchadnezzar
IT of seven layers, each class is smaller than its predecessor and rises to these
layers with two side ladders and a middle ladder and was built at the top of
the tower a temple or shrine.

As for the main temple of the god Marduk (Isakella E-sag-ila), which means
the tall or thin house, it is in fact a large group of buildings, squares and
many rooms.
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