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Employing investigative journalism in addressing child labor issues: An

analytical study of the "Fifth Estate'" program on DW Arabic[]
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Abstract
This research examines the role of investigative journalism in addressing child labor issues by conducting a
content analysis of the "Al-Sulta Al-Khamesa" program on DW Arabic over six months. The study focuses
on journalistic methods, media balance, program orientation, and its impact on public awareness and decision-
makers. Findings reveal that the program primarily emphasizes the emotional and human aspects of the issue,
with 66.7% of the episodes featuring real-life testimonies of child laborers, while in-depth investigative
reports were present in only 16.7% of the episodes. The program adopted a critical stance toward governments
in 50% of'the episodes, yet only 33.3% provided a balanced representation of multiple perspectives. Regarding
the causes of child labor, the study found that poverty was cited in 83.3% of the episodes, followed by low
education levels (66.7%) and weak legal enforcement (50%), whereas coverage of child exploitation in
conflicts or illegal activities was significantly lower (16.7%). The research concludes that the program focuses
on raising awareness rather than offering concrete solutions, recommending more field investigations,

improved media balance, and a stronger emphasis on practical solutions rather than problem exposure alone.
Keywords: Investigative Journalism, Child Labor, Media Coverage, DW Arabic.
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