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Mosques and their role in promoting educational activities
during the Hamadid period (408-547 AH / 1018-1152 CE)

Prof. Dr. Abd al-ghani Harouz
Ahlam La-Gharieb

Abstract

(1) The Hamadid dynasty established various types of mosques, serving as
the foundation for intellectual development in the North African region.

(2) Mosques' roles extended beyond religious worship to become centers of
learning, offering a diverse curriculum that covered both religious and sec-
ular knowledge. They functioned as universities or secondary education
institutions, with a distinct teaching program leading to academic degrees.

(3) The strong foundation and methodical approach adopted in Hamadid-era
mosques, represented by the reliable "al-'Urwah al-Wuthqa," facilitated
effective educational structures, serving as a model for contemporary so-
cieties.

(4) People from all social classes could join mosque study circles to gain
knowledge without any financial burden.

(5) These study circles attracted scholars from various regions who sought
intellectual growth and academic pursuit in places like Qal'at Bani Ham-
mad and Béjaia.

(6) While teaching styles varied among different scholars, the ultimate aim re-
mained consistent: nurturing Muslims with a solid educational framework
to understand and connect with both their religion and worldly matters.

(7) The Hamadid state strategically promoted mosque development, making
them centers of learning and scholarship. The state allowed mosque au-
thorities to transform them into higher education institutions tailored to
professors, scholars, and their methodologies.

(8) The Hamadids funded mosques to open doors for students, distinguishing
their era with the accessibility of free education.
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