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| ABSTRACT |

This research aims to analyze the implications of digital leadership for sustainable
development, through a field study that surveyed the opinions of a sample of
administrators working in a number of food industry companies in Erbil, Kurdistan
Region, Iraq. To achieve this, the dimensions of digital leadership were adopted,
represented by (digital competence, digital insight, digital strategy, learning culture
in the digital age), while the dimensions of sustainable development were
represented by the environment, economy, humanity, and technology. The
descriptive analytical approach was adopted using a questionnaire according to the
five-point Likert scale to collect data. The research sample included (226)
managers and employees from department and branch managers in Erbil. In
addition, after evaluating and testing the validity and reliability of the research
measurement tools, the data were analyzed using the normal distribution and
confirmatory factor analysis. The data were presented, analyzed, and hypotheses
were tested using appropriate statistical tools such as (arithmetic mean and
standard deviation to measure the level of variables and regression analysis using
structural equation modeling) and the SPSS statistical program. Among the most
important results reached by the research is that digital leadership contributes
effectively to achieving sustainable development by accelerating processes,
employing data in decision-making, and improving the efficiency of resource use,
as well as enhancing environmental awareness and social responsibility. The study
also demonstrated a statistically significant relationship between digital leadership
practices (such as digital strategic thinking, digital transformation, and innovation
management) and sustainable development indicators.
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