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Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the impact of political geography theories on understanding and interpreting
contemporary international conflicts, through an in-depth exploration of both classical and modern geopolitical
thought. Political geography has become a central tool in understanding the motivations of major powers and
their expansionist tendencies, whether through control of vital resources, securing strategic routes, or asserting
dominance over spheres of influence.The research focuses on key geopolitical theories, such as Halford
Mackinder’s Heartland Theory, Nicholas Spykman’s Rimland Theory, and Alfred Mahan’s Sea Power Theory,
in addition to modern concepts like digital, environmental, and energy geopolitics. It also presents applied case
studies that demonstrate the relevance of these theories, such as the Russia—Ukraine war, the South China Sea
conflict, energy competition in the Middle East, and China’s Belt and Road Initiative.The study concludes that
geography remains a critical factor in shaping political and military decision-making. Understanding geopolitical
theories is essential for interpreting the balance of global power in the 21st century. The research adopts a
descriptive-analytical methodology and includes theoretical and practical analyses supported by charts and maps.
It concludes with recommendations to modernize geopolitical curricula in line with emerging global challenges,
particularly those related to technology, climate change, and economic shifts. Keywords Political Geography,
Geopolitical Thought, International Conflicts, Geographical Rivalry, Global Strategies, Geopolitical Analysis
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