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Abstract]

Behavior is characterized by illegality, which means that it constitutes an act punishable by law, provided that
there is a legal provision criminalizing it and that no justification exists for such conduct. If the behavior is
criminalized, it is subject to punishment. For example, an assault on life is considered unlawful behavior because
it is legally criminalized as murder, and the same applies to assaulting bodily integrity. However, the attribute of
illegality is not absolute; it may be removed if there is a lawful justification, such as self-defense, the exercise of
a legal right, or the fulfillment of a legal duty. This indicates that illegality does not depend solely on the existence
of a legal text that criminalizes the act, but also requires ensuring the absence of justifications that could nullify
this attribute. For instance, while the assault on life is criminalized under penal provisions, if it occurs within the
framework of self-defense of one’s life or property, the conduct becomes lawful. Similarly, an assault on bodily
integrity may be deemed lawful when falling within the scope of a recognized legal right, such as parental
discipline of children, spousal correction under certain legal frameworks, or the apprehension of individuals
pursuant to legal authority. The reasons that may transform conduct from unlawful to lawful are those that
provide justification for the act, thereby removing it from the scope of the criminalizing provision and restoring
its original lawful status.Keywords: Illegality, Criminalized conduct, Legal provision, Justifications, Self-

defense
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