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The Role of the Iraqi Intellectual in Strengthening National Identity
Dr. Raed Jabbar Kadhum

Dr.Sarah Khazal Mohammed
Abstract

oday¢ the Iraqi individual lives in a world of multiple identities. There
Tis no doubt that this individual carries more than one identity¢< and has
multiple affiliations and loyalties. He says: I am an Arab¢ a Turkmen¢ or
a Kurd« and at the same time he says: [ am a Muslim¢ a Christian< a Man-
daean¢ or something else. Despite this multiplicity and diversity« he must
not forget or ignore his authentic identity« which explains to him the mean-
ing of his true existence in belonging to one nation¢ one land¢« and one
homeland in which he lived and was raised. This is his identity« the “Iraqi
national identity<” which gives him the right to say with pride: I am Iraqi.
This is the basic goal that the conscious intellectual or the enlightened
rational cultural elites wanted to establish in the minds of the individuals
of Iraqi society¢« by raising the issue of how to recognize« belong to« and
be loyal to the Iraqi national identity< and how to give it priority and sov-
ereignty over its own sub-identities¢< and defend it against the aggressives
alien¢ unscrupulous forces and policies that strive to fragment it and usurp
its legitimate right to sovereignty« and aim to violate its sanctity and even
marginalize it by spreading all kinds of hatred« animosity« sectarianism¢
and violence in the heart of this people with its many spectra< componentss
and loyalties.
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