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The Role of Philosophy in building trust and Strengthening
National Identity

Dr. Bahaa Darwish
Abstract

or nations to fulfil their mission of development, progress, and dignified

living, cooperation and support are essential among their citizens. No
member should view him/herself as anything other than a member of this
system, whose goal is not limited to their own personal gain, but rather the
common good. In achieving the common good lies his/her own interest,
while self-centeredness and the pursuit of private interests harm the system
to which they belong, and their common interest is not achieved.

Philosophy does not offer solutions for specific societies, but rather examines
its topics as human issues of concern to everyone. The intellectual grasps
this philosophical theoretical faculty and applies it to his/ her community
or institution. The philosopher/intellectual is the one who can employ his/
her philosophical thought to solve the issues of his/ her society.

Since the mission of philosophy is to clarify concepts, work to instill and dis-

seminate them among people, we will attempt here to clarify the meanings
of “individual identity,” “national or societal identity,” their components,
and “enhancing confidence,” through a philosophical clarification and
theorization that serves to demonstrate how spreading awareness of the
concept of individual identity and its constituent elements, and the concept
of societal identity and its components, leads to building confidence and

strengthening national identity.

Keywords/ Individual identity, national or societal identity,humanity, religion.
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