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Animals in the Mandaeism religion
(Sabians of Iraq)

By: Assistant Tutor Abbas Kadhum Abbas
Iraqi Natural History Museum & Research Center / University of Baghdad

Abstract
The Sabians Mandaeans are one of the most prominent ancient religions in
Iraq, whose followers were located near rivers and water bodies, they are
sometimes called the Christians of Saint (John the Baptist) in relation to the
Prophet Yahya (Peace be upon him), who is related to the Prophet Zakaria
(Peace be upon him) and at the same time he is the son of his cousin the
Prophet Isa Ibn Maryam (Peace be upon him) and is called in the Sabian
.religion the Prophet Yahia
The Sabians are divided into two parts: Sabians (Kutha) and Sabians
(Harran), In Iraq, the Sabians are called «Subbay, especially in the southern
.«regions of Iraq, and the Sabians have their sacred books called «Ginza Rba
The research aims to clarify the role of the animal in the Mandaean ritu-
als: (marriage, death, holidays), where the Sabians deal with the animals of
their rituals with a kind of respect and non-cruelty, and to identify certain
types of them for eating and for sacrifice as a symbol and an end without
.prejudice to the requirements of the Mandaic year and religious belief
(Keywords: (Sabians, animal, Mandaeans
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