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ABSTRACT

This research aims to analyze the geographical distribution of
languages in northern lrag and the geopolitical impact of this
linguistic diversity on the political and social realities of the region.
Northern Iraq is considered one of the most linguistically and
ethnically diverse areas in the Middle East, where languages such as
Kurdish, Arabic, Turkmen, Syriac, and others coexist. This diversity
is attributed to complex geographical factors, including topography,
population distribution, and the region’s border location with
neighboring countries.With the growing interest in the role of
language in shaping identities and political affiliations, important
questions have arisen concerning the impact of this linguistic
diversity on geopolitical balances in the region. Accordingly, this
study addresses the research problem of how the geographical
distribution of languages in northern Iraq influences the geopolitical
landscape, and what forms of interaction exist among geography,
language, and politics.

The research seeks to achieve its objectives by analyzing the
geographical distribution of the official languages in northern Iraq
(Kurdish, Arabic, Turkmen, Syriac, etc.). The study concludes that
linguistic diversity in northern Iraq is closely linked to geographical
features: mountains and valleys have helped isolate certain
communities, thereby preserving ancient languages and dialects.
Furthermore, political borders do not always coincide with linguistic
or geographical boundaries, resulting in linguistically mixed areas
that require special administrative arrangements. Among the key
recommendations are the development of an accurate linguistic map
of the region to serve as a basis for planning educational and
administrative policies according to the geographical distribution of
languages, and the adoption of a flexible language policy that
recognizes local languages as official or semi-official in areas where
they constitute a majority, in order to enhance representation and
participation.
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