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The art of binding in the Islamic manuscript, a historical study

Prof Dr. Mazin Sabah Abdul-Ameer Al-Araji
College of Education-Al-Mustansiriya University
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Summary:

The first beginnings of binding were since the advent of Islam, and the
sources have mentioned to us that the first book of binding is the Holy Qur'an, and
that was during the time of Abu Bakr Al-Siddig, may God be pleased with him. The
art of binding developed through the use of papyrus in the process of binding small
books and the use of wood in binding large books. To give it more aesthetics, and
this thing was found in the Abbasid era when the art of binding reached
sophistication and development. Many panels in the Abbasid era showed us the
extent of the mastery of the Muslim artist in the art of binding. The art of binding is
of particular importance in preserving the Islamic manuscript. Binding
craftsmanship and its art are a major pillar of The pillars of the book-making process
(the manuscript)

One of the most important results of the research is that the art of Islamic
binding not only took care of the design and decoration of the book covers, but also
took care of other elements; Like the inner linings of the covers, a feature associated

with Islamic cladding, as well as other elements.
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