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The Strategic Importance of
Arab Maritime Chokepoints and

Their Impact on Global Security
ABSTRACT

This research aims to analyze the strategic importance of
Arab sea lanes and their vital role in shaping the global
security system, as the Arab region occupies a unique
geographical location that includes a group of very important
international sea lanes, and the sea lanes are considered one
of the most important pillars of importance from a
commercial and military standpoint for the countries
bordering them. They are considered points of strength for
countries politically, economically and militarily, as the Arab
sea lanes are links between East and West and are therefore
distinguished by their geopolitical importance to the
countries bordering them. In addition to its proximity to oil
sources, specifically in the regions of the Arabian Gulf,
which enhanced its geopolitical importance from a political
and economic perspective, making the countries of the
Western world compete to expand their sphere of influence
on these passages, especially the Strait of Gibraltar, Bab al-
Mandab, the Strait of Hormuz, and the Suez Canal.
Therefore, the United States of America and NATO
countries are trying to control these corridors and control the
movement of commercial and military ships passing through
them. Therefore, controlling these corridors gives the Arab
countries a direct influence on the stability of oil markets and
supply chains, making them the focus of international
competition and geopolitical balances.
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8.6 | 7023 6.9 18.5 9.1 3.6 6 2005/0
12.8 | 792.4 5.4 19.4 16.7 4.2 ; 2006/0
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Source: EIA estimates based on Apex Tanker Data2015 .
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3.3 140 1869
1.3 486 1870
4.1 1494 1875
5.5 2026 1880
9.9 2624 1885
9.3 3389 1890
9.4 3434 1895
9.4 3441 1900
11.3 4116 1905
12.4 4533 1910
10.2 3708 1915
11.0 4009 1920

ARRY




Y- YT pla JoW e3al ) fodall {FY] Moxod! ASLuiYI pglall o ySS daelr dloxe

14.6 5337 1925
15.8 5761 1930
16.4 5992 1935

7.1 2589 1940
11.5 4206 1945
32.2 11701 1950
32.0 11694 1951
33.2 12168 1952
34.9 12731 1953
36.2 13215 1954
40.2 14666 1955
43.6* 13291 1956
39.4 10958 1957
48.9 17842 1958
48.6 17731 1959
51.2 18734 1960
49.7 18148 1961
50.7 18518 1962
52.5 19146 1963
54.6 19943 1964

Source :Geroge Halim Cyril , ibid, p.22.

* The daily average increased to 64.6 ships after the regularity of navigation in the canal
from July,1957.
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2637.7 962748 47.0 17148 2014

Source :EIA estimates based on Apex Tanker Data , 2012.
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Source :Golf research center Energy security , security and terrorism , research
Bulletin issue.No.6.
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