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The official Soviet position on the outbreak of the
Iran-Iraq war
(1980-1988)
In the Soviet press
Dr. Alaa Abd al-Kathum Jabbar

University of Karbala / College of Islamic Sciences
Abstract

he international, regional and foreign Soviet political factors in the

region contributed to determining the official position on the Iran-Iraq
war of 1980-1988. This is illustrated in light of its association with the policy
of international balance and the strategic interests of the major countries and
the Soviet Union, especially that making foreign policy and determining its
positions for a country requires combining political, strategic and interna-
tional constants and the extent to which it adheres to the necessary need for
mutual dependence to determine those positions.

Despite the age of Iraqi-Soviet relations, which date back to 1944, the
prominent feature of them was characterized by fluctuation and the policy
of interests and international and internal variables of both countries, as Iraq
is known after the establishment of its state in 1921 AD was associated with
British and Western policy. This was considered the first challenge that faced
these relations and determined their official paths and positions in light of the
Soviet awareness to preserve its interests in Iraq and the region, which was
confirmed by the Soviet press, which reflected these positions and official
trends. The Iraqi-Iranian war that took place in the eighties of the last century
was a prominent manifestation in clarifying this and the extent to which the
Soviets were close to international positions in general, until those positions
were described as neutral is the opposite of what the Soviets should have done
from intervening on the side of one of the parties, which led to the growing
American role and the promotion of its interests in Iraq and Iran, and other
justifications granted by the Soviets to themselves for the parties to the con-
flict, regardless of the constants and objective bases for determining those
positions, meaning In general, the war revealed the pivotal role of the major
powers in dealing with events and their developments.

Keywords: Iraqi-Soviet relations, Soviet Union position, Iran-Iraq war,
Soviet press.
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