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Abstract:

The research examines the utilization of discarded metal materials in the sculptures of
American artist Brian Mock, highlighting the transformation of waste and neglected
materials, such as iron scraps, nuts, bolts, and used household tools, into artworks of high
aesthetic and expressive value. It reflects the radical shift in contemporary sculpture, where
artists moved from relying on traditional materials like marble and bronze to exploring
unconventional materials, driven by modern and postmodern art movements, such as
Dadaism and conceptual art. The research emphasizes the philosophy of recycling as a core
element in Mock’s work, where he reshapes industrial and domestic waste to create realistic
sculptures, such as the "Statue of Liberty,” "Metal Owl," and "Young Man Playing Guitar,"
while preserving the original material properties like corrosion and color changes to impart
a unigue industrial and aesthetic character.

The study reviews Mock’s distinctive techniques in welding, bending, and assembling,
which enabled him to achieve intricate details in his sculptures, enhancing the visual and
intellectual engagement of the viewer. It also discusses the cultural and environmental
dimensions of this approach, as it contributes to raising awareness about the importance of
recycling discarded materials instead of disposing of them, and redefines the concept of
beauty in contemporary art. Through the analysis of five samples of Mock’s works, the
research illustrates how these sculptures transcended traditional boundaries of sculpture,
offering a new vision that combines artistic creativity, cultural symbolism, and
environmental responsibility. The research aims to inspire sculptors and scholars to explore
the potential of discarded materials and underscores the significance of this trend in
enriching the art library with knowledge resources that support innovation and resource
sustainability.

Keywords: metal scraps, Brian Mock, scrap sculpture, recycling, artistic aesthetics
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(18) ) Duane and Sarah Preble. Art Forms. Harper and Row Publishers Inc., New
York, 1978.

(29) Jack Burnham. Beyond Modern Sculpture. George Braziller, New York,
1968.

(20) Frank, W. Understanding Abstract Art. Thames and Hudson, London, 1987.
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