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Metaphysics of Spiritual Images and Ibn Bajjah's Divine Worlds From
Unity to Universality and Eternity

Assistant Professor Dr. Sami Mahmoud Ibrahim
Abstract

bn Bajja was the first to call for a distinct epistemological understanding
of spiritual forms and the realms of intellection. He emerged in an era
marked by intense debates on the issues of reason, society, and religion.
Ibn Bajja conceived the intellect as a faculty that works to know and unveil
the soul—a revelation that manifests directly in our confidence in the self.
Hence, he affirmed that the intellect possesses a firm authority in strength-
ening self-trust and vital assurance, serving as the path that elevates one
with certainty toward the celestial kingdom.

Accordingly, we are in need of a new mental logic, a conscious critical vision,
and a precise methodological approach in understanding and interpreting
the Bajjan philosophical text. Through such an approach, we can avoid a
distorted or negative reading of Islamic philosophical heritage.

This study examines Ibn Bajja’s conception of how intellectual forms oper-
ate and how their epistemological systems are structured. The ambiguity
inherent in his theory of spiritual forms and in his understanding of the
mechanism of knowledge invites a deeper exploration of these ideas. My
motivation for selecting this topic stems primarily from the need to clarify
the complex and ambiguous concepts of spiritual forms in Ibn Bajja’s phi-
losophy. Secondly, my aim is to demonstrate and affirm the originality
of Ibn Bajja’s philosophical vision—showing that he introduced new and
enriching ideas to philosophy, particularly concerning the notion of the
solitary man who composes, embodies, and multiplies such forms in his
consciousness, thus giving rise to a complete and exemplary community.

This research proceeds through several major axes, including an analysis of
Ibn Bajja’s vision of the virtuous city, its cohesive social fabric, and its
political order founded upon the principles of rational governance and the
humanization of civilization and life. Within this vision, we discover a
remarkable capacity to elicit intellectual meanings and to interpret the per-
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fectionist forces that govern knowledge. Ibn Bajja’s philosophy, in this
sense, navigates freely and willingly from the shores of natural existence—
the world of the human material intellect—to the vast metaphysical ocean
and the islands of intellects liberated from materiality, culminating in the
Active Intellect.

Finally, the study explores the boundaries of the Bajjan conception of society
as an epistemological construct in which the solitary individual lives, and
considers to what extent this conception may be transcended in light of the
necessities imposed by the epistemology of consciousness and the ontol-
ogy of perception.

Keywords: Ibn Bajja, forms, spirituality, virtuous city, governance, solitude,
Active Intellect.
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