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(The Rise of the Kopriilii Family:
The Reconfiguration of Vizierial
Power in the Seventeenth Cen-
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Koprili Mehmed Pasha
and the Politics of Restoring Power in the Ottoman Empire
(1656-1661)
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Abstract
In the history of the Ottoman Empire, figures have emerged that have

had a great influence on determining its paths and supporting its sultans
at a stage in which it began to take slow steps of decline since the beginning
of the 17th century. As the House of Chandarli emerged in the fourteenth and
fifteenth centuries, the House of Kopriilii emerged in the mid-17th century at
a time when the Empire was moving towards dispersion and weakness, aris-
ing from the domination of the Janissaries and the interference of the harem
in its capabilities, as well as the inadequacy of sultans, except for Murad IV
(1623-1640).

The Grand Vizier Kopriili Mehmmed Pasha was the first to take the vi-
zierial post at a critical time in the history of the Empire and managed, thanks
to his policy, wisdom, and cruelty above all, to prolong it. The paper attempts
to highlight his policy of restoring the power of the Ottoman Empire, both
internally and externally.

Keywords: The Ottoman Empire, the Seventeenth Century, Mehmed
Kopriili Pasha, Sultan Mehmed IV, House of Kopriilii.
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