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From the Objectives of Sharia to its Evolution: Towards a Humane Con-
stitution and a Comprehensive National Identity

Dr.Abdullah Alfaki
Abstract

his paper seeks to shed light on the concept of the human constitution

within the framework of the New Understanding of Islam proposed by
the Sudanese thinker Mahmoud Mohamed Taha (1909-1985). Taha’s ap-
proach is grounded in the Qur’an, specifically the Meccan verses (the vers-
es of principles). His project addresses building confidence and strength-
ening national identity in multicultural environments, such as the case of
Iraq.

Taha argues that the human constitution cannot be derived from the current
form of Sharia, as it is neither democratic nor socialist, does not solve
the problems of modern humanity, and fails to meet the demands of the
contemporary age. And it cannot achieve the objectives of Islam, which,
according to Taha, are humanitarian objectives, and he sums them up in
the right to life and the right to freedom, and what branches from them.
For this reason, he calls for the evolution of Sharia from within the Qur’an.
Through this evolution, the humane constitution can be realized—one that
aspires to establish a humane-centered government under which all citi-
zens can unite and find protection, regardless of their beliefs, languages,
or skin colors. This paper pauses to offer a brief introduction to Taha and
the main pillars of his New Understanding of Islam. It also addresses the
following questions: What is meant by the Evolution of Sharia? What is
its methodology? Where does it originate? What are its implications? How
does it lead to the Humane Constitution? thereby fulfilling the conditions
for building trust and promoting a unifying national identity?

Keywords: Evolution of Sharia—Shura — Democracy- Comparison between
people -Morality— Unifying National Identity.
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