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Abstract:

This study demonstrates the effectiveness of decentralization in
Japan by examining the nature of its response to crises. Two catastrophic
events were selected: the 2011 Tohoku earthquake and tsunami and the
2019 COVID-19 pandemic. The nature of their response to the
catastrophic effects was analyzed. he analysis was based on three key
dimensions of decentralization that served as a framework for evaluating
the effectiveness of the response...": extensive decentralization in favor
of local governments; central leadership in local governments; and
horizontal relationships between local governments. Through these
dimensions, the practical nature of their responses during disasters was
analyzed. The results indicated that, although local governments enjoy
extensive autonomy in their response, this advantage was not linked to
the response of the central government. Horizontal communication
between local governments also faltered, indicating the existence of
numerous gaps in the balance between all levels of government.
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(1) Ken Victor Leonard Hijino :Local Government in Japan, in Robert J.
Pekkanen and Saadim M., (ed.) The Oxford Handbook of Japanes Politics |,
Oxford University Press 2022,p145.

( 2) Satoshi Shimizutani : Local Government in Japan: New Directions

in Governance toward Citizens' Autonomy, Asia-Pacific Review, 17:2,2010, p105.
(3) Ken Victor Leonard Hijino : Op cite,p145.

(4) Satoru Ohsugi, Local Governments and Public Administration, in Koichiro
Agata, Hiroaki Inatsugu, Hideaki Shiroyama (ed.) Op. cite,p124.
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( 3) Shun'ichi Furukawa: 'An Institutional Framework for Japanese Crisis
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( 3) Mikio Ishiwatari: Institutional Coordination of Disaster Management:
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(3) Kadomatsu N. Legal countermeasures against COVID-19 in Japan:
effectiveness and limits of non-coercive measures. China-EU Law J. ;8(1-2):2022
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