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The Arab Feminist Narrative Discourse Between Global Feminist
Thought and National Identity:
Inaam Kachachi in The American Granddaughter and Tashari as a
Model
Khedidja Baghdadi
Abstract:

he feminist discourse has gone through multiple stages of historical de-

velopment. Initially, it aimed to improve women’s conditions and liber-
ate them from social constraints. In contemporary times, however, it has
introduced new ideas and perspectives that have empowered women to
contribute across diverse fields. Women have entered various intellectual
and creative realms, gaining a strong voice, first and foremost in defending
their identity. This movement has evolved to include a broader contribu-
tion to national issues, each woman expressing herself in her own way.
In literary works, feminist writings, as described by Iraqi critic Nazik Al-
Argaji, have celebrated and expressed love for the homeland, using writing
as a weapon to convey identity, nationalism, and Arab heritage.

To explore this topic, we have chosen two novels by the Iraqi author Inaam
Kachachi: The American Granddaughter and Tashari. Our choice stems
from the deep emotions and strong sense of belonging reflected in these
novels, as they portray the suffering of the homeland and the author’s com-
mitment to it. Kachachi seeks to represent different Factions of society,
transcending the divisions imposed by current realities. She uses imagina-
tion as a tool to give a voice to marginalized groups and ordinary people,
steering away from political or religious biases and instead focusing on the
motherland as a shared bond uniting everyone.

This research aims to answer the following questions:

How have Arab feminist novels addressed the issue of awareness of nation-
al identity? How is this theme reflected in Inaam Kachachi’s novels The
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American Granddaughter and Tashari? Has Inaam Kachachi succeeded in
presenting and reinforcing the theme of identity in these selected works?

Keywords: national identity, narrative discourse, feminist writing, Inaam
Kachachi, The American Granddaughter, Tashari.
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