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The issue of classifying the terrorist crime, or determining its nature, is among the most
important topics in the field of legal studies, as it seeks to define the legal status of such
crimes—specifically, whether they fall under one legal designation or another. This
process, known in legal doctrine as “classification,” involves determining the legal
framework to which terrorism belongs in order to establish its precise legal designation.
In this context, legal scholars have expressed differing opinions: some consider terrorism
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a crime in its own right, with distinct elements that set it apart from other offenses; others
view it as a motive behind the commission of a crime; while a third perspective regards it
as an aggravating circumstance to a crime rather than an inherent element of it. At times,
the term “terrorism” overlaps with other forms of violence that share certain
characteristics but differ significantly in others, such as organized crime, political crime,
armed popular resistance, and other offenses. Thus, defining the legal status of terrorist
crimes helps to avoid unnecessary confusion with other crimes. Terrorism is a complex
and intricate phenomenon, rooted in a dense web of various and interconnected causes,
normally often difficult to define precisely in a way encompassing all the reasons and
motivations underlying such acts. Such causes must be determined as the initial step in
taking effective measures against terrorism, and its causes are to be ascertained as its
consequences, since both of them are required to formulate sensible policies to counteract
it and eradicate its roots.

Keywords: Terrorist crime, legal scholars’ opinions, legal nature, fear or intimidation,
political crime, organized crime
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