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libris methodice explicata,
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Orientalium in Academia
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Historia Josephi Patriarchae, ex
Alcorano Arabice. Cum tripli-
ci versione Latina et scholiis
Thomae Erpenii, cuius et Al-
phabetum Arabicum Praemit-
titur. Leidae, ex Typographia
Erpeniana Linguarum Orien-
talium, 1917.
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Typographia Erpeniana Lin-

guarum Orientalium, 1617.
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Grammatica  Arabica  dicta
Gjarumice, ex Libellus cen-
tum regentium cum versio-
ne Latina et Commentarijs

Thomae Epenii- Leidae, ex
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1d est historia saracenica, qua res
gastas Muslimorum, inde a
Muhammede primo imperii et
religionis muslimicae auctore,
usque ad intium imperii Atab-
acaei per XLIX imperatorum
successionem fidelissime ex-
plicantur. Insertis etiam pas-
sini christianorum rebus in
Orientis potissimum Eccle-
siis eodem tempore gestis.
Arabice exarata a Georgio El-
macino.. et Lation reddita op-
era et studio Thamae Erpenii.
Accedit et Roderici Ximenes,
Archiepiscopi Toletani, Histo-
ria Arabum,longe accuratius,
quam ante, e Manuscripto
Codice

Batavorum, ex Typographia

expressa. Lugduni
Erpeniana Linguarum Orien-
talium, 1625.
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Dutch Orientalism

between the historic narration and the contemporary
experiment

Dr. Salah Abd al-Razaq

Leiden University / Holland
Abstract

his study explores the rich legacy of Dutch Orientalism, tracing its

origins to the establishment of Leiden University in 1575, making it
one of the oldest schools in the Western world. With six colleges, fifty de-
partments, and forty national and international institutes, the school has pro-
duced thousands of scholars and orientalists, including renowned figures like
Thomas Erpenius, Michael Jan de Goeje, Christian Snouck Hurgronje, and
Reinhart Pieter Anne Dozy, who completed postgraduate studies at Leiden
University.

The research is structured into two main sections:

The first section delves into the lives, efforts, and distinctive contributions
of these Dutch orientalists to Islamic, historical, and Arabic sciences. Their
significant compilations are presented with a chronological survey, highlight-
ing their worldwide impact.

In the second section, the author shares personal experiences during their
Master's and Doctoral studies at Leiden University from 1996 to 2002. Spe-
cial emphasis is placed on interactions with contemporary orientalists, dis-
cussing various Islamic and historical issues, and exploring their lives, books,
and essays.

Notably, Professor Sjoerd van Koningsveld takes center stage in this essay
due to a seven-year companionship. The discussions spanned topics related to
the author's theses and broader issues concerning contemporary Islam, Islam-
ic thought, Muslim minorities in the West, and fundamentalist communities.
Van Koningsveld's extensive work is highlighted, focusing on contemporary
challenges faced by Muslims in the West, including integration, education,
political association in Western life, relationships with European states, reli-
gious freedom in the European Union, and Islamophobia.
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