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Abstract 

All praise is due to Allah, and peace and blessings be upon the 

Messenger of Allah. To proceed: 

This research is concerned with the study of analogy to testimony 

(qiyās ʿ alā al-shahādah) as discussed by scholars of uṣūl al-fiqh, focusing 

on the theoretical grounding of this analogy and the ways in which it 

has been employed as a mode of reasoning in issues related to reports 

(akhbār) within uṣūlī works. To this end, the study undertakes an 

inductive survey of uṣūlī arguments that rely on analogy to testimony in 

their primary sources, then identifies their occurrences within the 

chapters on reports and their related topics, and clarifies their impact 

on juristic disagreement in the uṣūlī issues of those chapters. It further 

examines the ways in which uṣūl scholars discussed and critiqued these 

arguments through various dialectical invalidators (qawādiḥ jadaliyyah) 

that are typically directed against analogical reasoning. 

The research is structured into an introduction, a preliminary 

section, two chapters, and a conclusion. 

The introduction addresses the importance of the topic, the 

research questions, previous studies, the research plan, and the 

methodology adopted in writing the study. 

The preliminary section is devoted to defining analogy and 

testimony from both linguistic and technical perspectives. 

Chapter One is dedicated to establishing the theoretical 

foundations of analogy to testimony, by presenting the uṣūlī 

disagreement over its use as evidence in issues related to reports, 

followed by an exposition of the pillars of this analogy and its various 

forms. 

Chapter Two is devoted to collecting the issues in which uṣūl 

scholars employed analogy to testimony in their works within the 

chapters on reports and their related matters. These issues number 

twenty-two in total and are classified into thematic sections as follows: 
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the chapter on reports, comprising nine issues; the chapter on 

(taḥammul wa-adāʾ), comprising six issues; the chapter on integrity, 

accreditation, and discreditation, comprising three issues; and the 

chapters on conflict and preference between reports, comprising four 

issues.
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