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Abstract: Protecting the judge from the influence of media freedom
regarding what is published in the media about the cases he is
considering is essential to achieving a fair trial for the accused and the
litigants. What prevails in the media can continue to be carved into his
subconscious until an opinion or direction settles in him without his
awareness, but it imposes its authority on his conviction when
considering the case. In fact, it is wrong to say or believe that the judge
is a person who cannot be influenced by any external factors. The
judge may be able to dismiss any comments he has seen from his
mind, but they may nevertheless remain in his memory or
subconscious. The media raises the established facts before the judge,
facts contained within the case file. These are merely silent, material
events, yet they point to specific legal meanings. The media also raises
the legal texts to which the facts of the case apply, according to their

interpretation and perspective on the matter. The mental activity
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undertaken by the judge in this process constitutes the 'personal
element' in the principle of judicial freedom in forming one's conviction.
A judge has moments of reflection before ruling on a case, moments of
introspection where he examines the evidence before him, questioning
whether it rises, in reality and in law, to the level of criminal evidence
that would establish guilt or innocence. The conclusion he reaches,
whether conviction or acquittal, is not born of a vacuum, but is based
on legitimate and corroborating evidence presented to him for

discussion in court.
Keywords: Freedom of the press, judicial persuasion, criminal justice.
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