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Iraqi Feminist Discourse in Strengthening National Identity

Dr. Aseel Abbas Wadi

Abstract:

his research paper discusses the concept of citizenship from the perspective of the most

moderate feminist movements, through its stand on the identity crisis and its political
repercussions and its impact on national identity. The question of citizenship revolves
around achieving social justice in countries that adopt democratic systems, as it takes
political modernity as an organizational basis and political legitimacy in establishing citi-
zenship as a social and legal recognition in representing the free will of man. Citizenship
is essentially difference and is a collective identity for individuals who fall under a specif-
ic geographical area that shares common features in culture and history. Especially since
identity is not the product of a given prior to human existence; Rather, it is a political con-
ception whose goal is to preserve the sovereignty of the state and the rights of individuals.
Based on this, citizenship transcends national, racial and ethnic concepts. Citizenship is
inseparable from feminism, as feminist discourse in its philosophical and political depth
begins with the demand for rights, equality, justice and freedom. The essence of citizen-
ship is formed in feminist expression through liberal democratic systems that bear the
characteristic of cultural pluralism in the importance of empowering women as citizens
equal to men in rights and duties. This is achieved through women’s contribution to politi-
cal representation as a result of their social and economic empowerment, thus revealing

their national and political identity and their role in building society and the state.

Keywords: Political patriarchy, supranational citizenship, citizenship and feminism, wom-

en’s quota, social justice.
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