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The role of culture in promoting national identity values and cultural
diversity in Iraq: challenges of coexistence and peace.
Dr.Ali Shamkhi Jabur

Since prehistoric times, a social unity was formed in Iraq within its geo-
graphical borders, which came very close to the international formation
with its ethnic diversity. During different eras, these ethnicities were able
to create successive civilizations that gave Mesopotamia its national iden-
tity. Just as this diversity was comprehensive in its social and cultural vari-
ables and had aesthetic connotations for this country, this diversity became
a factor of strength for the authentication of the national framework and
national unity. If this cultural diversity is a point of attraction for developed
countries, at the same time it carries great challenges represented in the
availability of the ability and successful policies to manage this diversity.
Cultural diversity in Iraq stands out as one of the strongest components
that would make Iraq a country rich in ideas and cultures and strong in the
national unity, national identity and unity of the social fabric, regardless
of the nationalities, religions, sects and beliefs that live under the banner
of the State of Iraq. The researcher tried to stand at these challenges by re-
vealing and analyzing the strengths and weaknesses in managing cultural
diversity and following the ways that would lead to achieving coexistence
and societal peace for the Iraqi people. This study starts from the glorious
history The civilizations that arose in Mesopotamia and reviews the most
important historical stations and joints that faced the peoples and nations
that lived in this country, reaching the political, social, economic, cultural
and security changes that Iraq witnessed after 2003. This study is divided
into two sections: the first sheds light on national identity and the definition

of cultural diversity, its nature, historical origins, positives and negatives,
while the second section deals with the manifestations of cultural diversity
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in Iraq and the potentials of coexistence that contributed to strengthening
civil peace during decades of the history of the Iraqi state and the political
management of the components of cultural diversity through the institu-
tions of the Iraqi state and employing them to preserve civil peace and
confront the dangers of internal and external challenges that target the so-
cial fabric of this country with political tools that reached the level of ter-
rorist threat and attempts to market extremist discourse by ISIS and spread
hatred instead of the discourse of tolerance and coexistence in the Iraqi
nation. The research papers also include a presentation of the most im-
portant conclusions reached by the researcher and a presentation of some
proposals that would enhance the values of national identity in Iraq and
employ cultural diversity in order to strengthen the state, consolidate its
sovereignty and restore its ability to build and develop.
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