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Iraqi National Identity - Origins and Obstacles
Assistant Professor Walaa Mahdi Mohammed Hussein

Abstract

he national identity began to take shape in the late Ottoman era, and the

idea of Iraqi citizenship was born with the British occupation and the
establishment of the Iraqi state. The first tasks of King Faisal I were to
create a common Iraqi identity and enhance the sense of citizenship. The
topic has occupied researchers and intellectuals since the establishment of
the modern Iraqi state, due to crises, social fluctuations and wars, and due
to his major Arab and regional role in the events that the region has been
experiencing for a century.

The concept of identity developed through three stages: the end of the Ot-
toman Empire, the British occupation and the establishment of the Iraqi
state, and then the royal era. The identity of the state since its establish-
ment was nationalistic, which was reflected in the overall structure of the
state, and several obstacles appeared related to the nature of Iraqi society
and also to government performance.

Keywords: Iraqi state, national identity, citizenship, identity obstacles
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