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Abstract

Drug abuse in Iragi society represents a multidimensional threat affecting public
health, social stability, and institutional structures, with destructive consequences for

individuals and communities. Youth, particularly students in schools and universities, are
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the most vulnerable due to their age sensitivity and high susceptibility to social and
cultural influences. Integration between media and legislation plays a crucial role in
addressing this issue, as media contributes to building legal and social awareness and
delivering preventive messages through scientific, humane approaches and modern
digital platforms, while legislation and the judiciary ensure legal deterrence and
enforcement of laws, including opportunities for treatment and rehabilitation.
Coordination between media and legal and educational institutions helps transform legal
texts into a tangible societal culture that reinforces values of prevention and individual
responsibility. Such integration constitutes a necessary strategy for sustainable youth
protection, increasing societal awareness of drug risks, and achieving a balance
between deterrence and rehabilitation, thereby reducing substance abuse and
strengthening social cohesion and community security.
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