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The Title

Identity fragmentation in the stories of
(Are you looking in Marrakech) by
(Mahmoud Al-Rimawi)

Abstract

This research examines Mahmoud Al-Rimawi’s
short story collection Amm Tabsheh fi Marrakech
(Uncle Searching in Marrakech), focusing on
identity fragmentation as an existential lens
through which the narrating self intersects with
spatiotemporal contexts. The narratives transcend
conventional storytelling, transforming into
contemplative acts that interrogate existence and
delve into themes of dissolution and search. The
study highlights the manifestations of a self in
pursuit of an identity fragmented between
dichotomies: master and slave, natural and digital,
within the space of Marrakech—a city that
transcends its physical geography to become a
symbolic icon of a troubled, fractured, and
disoriented identity. Al-Rimawi does not present
characters with stable identity markers; instead, he
crafts human and non-human figures wandering
the labyrinth of the city, seeking deferred or
incomplete identities, symbolizing the loss of
meaning and the disintegration of reference. The
act of searching in these stories is embodied
through poetic and contemplative language that
avoids directness, diving into the paradoxes of the
human self as it confronts a city laden with history
and contradictions. The texts reveal a symbiosis
between the city and the narrator, where the
question of Marrakech transforms into a question
about the self and its place in the world. The study
employs cultural criticism and narrative discourse
analysis to trace the discursive patterns that expose
the fractured self, fragmented identity, and the
absence of a center—core themes in postmodern
narratives. The analysis underscores how Al-
Rimawi reconstructs identity through stories that
offer no answers but instead pose open-ended
existential questions, challenging notions of
meaning and belonging in a fragmented, ever-
shifting.
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