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Classical Arabic and the Discourse of Sustainable Development:
A Linguistic Approach to Presence and Impact
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Abstract:

This study aims to examine the presence of Modern Standard Arabic in the
discourse of sustainable development and to explore its effectiveness in shaping
this discourse and influencing social awareness and the formulation of
developmental visions. The study adopts an analytical linguistic approach that
investigates the levels of language used in development-related documents,
official speeches, reports, and conferences concerned with sustainable
development within the Arab context.

The research focuses on analyzing the linguistic and semantic features of Modern
Standard Arabic in this discourse, highlighting its ability to express contemporary
developmental concepts and accommodate modern terminology while preserving
its cultural identity and communicative function. It also discusses the challenges
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facing the use of Modern Standard Arabic, such as the dominance of foreign
languages, weak linguistic empowerment, and disparities in usage between
Standard Arabic, colloquial varieties, and hybrid languages.

The study concludes that Modern Standard Arabic possesses linguistic and
cultural capacities that qualify it to serve as a central tool in sustainable
development discourse, provided that its role is activated through effective
language planning, terminology standardization, and enhanced use in media,
education, and development policies. The research recommends integrating the
linguistic dimension into sustainable development strategies as a fundamental
component in achieving comprehensive development and preserving Arab
cultural identity.

Keywords:Modern Standard Arabic, Sustainable Development, Impact, Presence
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