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Fear of Failure and its Relationship to Academic Deception Among
University Students
M. Zahraa Tareq Battal Al-Ani
University of Anbar/College of Education and Humanities
Abstract
The current research aims to identify:
1- Fear of failure among university students.
2— Academic dishonesty among university students.
3— The correlational relationship between fear of failure and academic
dishonesty among university students.

The current research adopted the descriptive correlational approach,
and the main research sample consisted of (400) male and female
undergraduate students from Anbar University.

To achieve the research objectives, two tools were provided: the fear of
failure scale, where the researcher adopted the scale by Hannour and Attar
(2023). The final version of the scale consists of (34) items answered by the
examinee with five responses: (always - often — moderately — rarely — never).
The scale consists of three dimensions as follows: (negative expectations
about failure (12) items, fear of shame and disgrace (11) items, avoidance
behavior and fear of criticism (11) items). As for the academic dishonesty
scale, the researcher adopted the scale by (Taha, 2()23) to measure academic
dishonesty. The scale consists of (33) items distributed across five
dimensions: (Cheating in exams or planning for it, plagiarism, external
assistance, falsification or forgery, lying about academic assignments). It is
answered on a five-point scale (always - often - sometimes - rarely -
never). The researcher extracted three types of validity for the scales: (face
validity, construct validity, and factorial validity). She also extracted reliability
using two methods: (test-retest, and Cronbach's alpha) based on the

statistical package (SPSS). The research results concluded that:
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1- University students have a moderate level of fear of failure.
2~ University students have a low level of academic dishonesty.
3- There is a statistically significant positive correlation between fear of failure
and academic dishonesty, meaning that the lower the fear of failure among
university students, the more it helps them reduce academic dishonesty, and
vice versa.
Keywords: Fear of Failure, Academic Deception, University
Students.
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