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Criminalization and Punishment of Human Trafficking in Iraqgi and Iranian
Law
Ahmed Hassan Attar
Seyed Rasoul Aghaei, Faculty Member, Al-Mustafa International University
Abstract
. Human trafficking is a transnational crime that requires a strong legislative

response. Both Iragi and Iranian law have addressed these challenges, albeit in
slightly different ways. In lIrag, this crime is regulated by the Anti-Human
Trafficking Law No. (28) of 2012, a specialized and comprehensive piece of
legislation that adopts the definitions and principles contained in the Palermo
Protocol (Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons,
Especially Women and Children). The lIragi law is distinguished by its clear
definition of the acts constituting the crime (recruitment, transportation, harboring,
and receiving) and their purpose (sexual exploitation, forced labor, and organ
removal). Its penalties can reach life imprisonment or a fixed term of
imprisonment. In Iran, however, there is no separate and comprehensive law with
the same name. Instead, trafficking-related acts are addressed under a broader legal
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framework, most notably the Anti-Human Smuggling Law (1383 AH/1964 CE), in
addition to provisions in the Islamic Penal Code that address kidnapping,
abduction, and certain forms of exploitation punishable by discretionary
punishment (ta'zir). lIranian criminalization is characterized by its reliance on
jurisprudential foundations and the comprehensiveness of general penal texts that
can be adapted to cover various forms of trafficking, with a focus on the ethical and
humanitarian dimensions of the crime.The fundamental difference lies in the fact
that Iragi legislation is more specific and specialized, while Iranian legislation
relies on an adaptation methodology within its broader penal system. However,
both legal systems agree on the severity of the punishment when it comes to the
exploitation of women and children.

Keywords: human trafficking, criminal responsibility, Palermo Protocol,
discretionary punishment, exploitation
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