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In his novel Al-Shahwan, novelist Ibrahim Suleiman Nader attempts to
recapture the old Al-Shahwan neighborhood in his city of Mosul, which was
devastated and destroyed after the city was occupied by terrorists who ultimately
fortified themselves in this neighborhood overlooking the Tigris River. This
recapture is simultaneously imagined, narrative, and poetic, possessing a surreal
dimension at times, linked to dialogue and discussion with a female seagull; a
spiritual dimension with a mystical aspect that aspires to salvation and deliverance
through love; and a psychological dimension with a tragic aspect depicted in
scenes of killing, death, and burial. Therefore, the novel, in its artistic narration
and description of events, delves deeply into the use of poetic and rhetorical
language, allowing the narrator to freely express, imagine, and confess to a wide
range of implications and internal dialogues that flow from the past and present,
dreams, imagination, memories, expectations, predictions, and the unconscious.
All these references may intertwine in certain situations, brought together by a
photographic lens emanating from a poetic vision. For the narrative scene within
the novel. The writer Ibrahim Suleiman Nader is one of the Mosul writers whose
writing experience is characterized by a clear inclination towards a poetic
language that moves away from the static language and approaches the tensions
and emotions of the human self. The novel Al-Shahwan is manifested as a
narrative space with a narrative language that intertwines with the poetic language
to tell the story of the Al-Shahwan neighborhood, which was afflicted by
destruction and ruin, and to tell with it the story of the narrating self that lived
with an internal tension between longing, pain, nostalgia, fragmentation, and loss.
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