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Public Opinion Formation and Collective Consciousness in
Umayyad Poetry: A Media—Cultural Approach

Assistant Professor Dr. Bahjat Muhjir Habash Al-Tu'mah

Southern Technical University / Engineering Technical College

Abstract in English

This study examines Umayyad poetry and its role in shaping public opinion from a
media—cultural perspective, aiming to uncover the mechanisms through which
poetry contributed to forming and directing collective consciousness within a
historical context marked by competing discourses and rival political and social
powers seeking control over the public sphere. The research proceeds from the
assumption that Umayyad poetry was not merely a linguistic or aesthetic art, but
rather a mass-communication tool with an active informational function that
helped construct collective attitudes and shape the audience’s mental images. The
significance of poetry in this regard grew due to its strong capacity to penetrate the
communal psyche, which made it a central instrument in the hands of the political
authority as it attempted to guide public opinion and consolidate its legitimacy,
while, conversely, oppositional discourses employed poetry to generate counter-
images capable of destabilizing the official narrative.

Keywords: Public opinion, collective consciousness, mass culture, authority

discourse, oppositional discourse.
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