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Abstract 

      The present study deals with how RP long vowels and diphthongs have 

different length variations. Length in this study is used to refer to the time a 

sound takes when pronounced (sound duration). The importance of the study 

is due to the fact that very few of EFL teachers and learners are aware of 

length gradation which characterizes long vowels.  

      Length differences are dealt with in terms of the phonetic environment a 

vowel occurs in. Vowel length is made different from syllable length. This 

study shows that the length of long vowels varies according to the phonetic 

environment
1
. Therefore, a long vowel can be longer than it is depending on 

the phonetic environment.  

      It is found out that stress is one of the causes which affect vowel length. 

Vowels in stressed syllables are longer than they are when they occur in 

weakly or unstressed syllables. At the end of the study, a glossary of 

technical terms with their Arabic counterparts is provided to serve as a mini 

English-Arabic thesaurus for specialized and interested readers and 

researchers.   

Key Words: 

Chroneme, Duration, Length Variations, Phonetic Environment, Received 

Pronunciation.  
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Abbreviations Full Forms 

CUP Cambridge University Press 

Ds. Length Diphthongs Length 

EUP Edinburgh University Press 

RP Received Pronunciation 

SE Standard English 

SL Syllable Length 

Vs. L Vowels Length  

 

 

                                                 
1
 The sounds that either follow or precede.  
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Table of Length Symbols 

Symbol Length Reference 

/ : / Long 

/ . / Half Long 

ᴗ Extreme Shortness  

 

Table of SE Long Vowels and Diphthongs
1
 

Pure long vowels Diphthongs 

Symbols Key words Symbols Key words 

/ i: / See / əʊ / go 

/ ɑ: / father / aʊ / about 

/ u: / too / ei / say 

/ ɜ: / fur / ai / my 

/ ɔ: / saw / ɔi / boy 

  / iə / near 

  / eə / hair 

  / ʊə / pure 

Introduction 

      Language is speech and speech is made up of meaningful speech sounds. 

Owing to this fact, pronunciation should be given considerable attention. 

Among the many pronunciation areas that deserve to be highlighted in 

linguistic research, vowel length differences (variations) have been found to 

need deeper research due to the importance it has to attain accuracy and 

intelligibility. 

      It has been noted that a huge number of EFL teachers and learners most 

often pass vowel length variations unnoticed. It goes to the extent that a large 

number of the people concerned regard a vowel and the lengthening marker  / 

: / as  one phoneme. It was Jones (1967) who first identified the difference. 

He considers a long vowel as a complex structure made up of a vowel and a 

lengthening phoneme which he calls “chroneme”.  

      This study is not only written to disclose length variations of long vowels, 

it is written and thought of with the aim to differentiate vowel length and 

syllable length. It explores the phonetic environment and the effect it has in 

bringing about length variations.  

     

                                                 
1
 Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, 9

th
 ed. 2015.  
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1. The Problem 

      Failure to recognize vowel length variations and syllable length results in  

an unsound and inaccurate pronunciation that leads to inaccuracy and 

unintelligibility. However, very few EFL teachers are aware of this fact 

which consequently leads to mispronunciation by the learners since the 

teacher in this EFL environment is the only model for the learners. It is also 

believed it has long been proved that learning incorrect and inappropriate 

pronunciation engenders bad pronunciation habits that become hard to correct 

in later stages of pronunciation learning. Thus, the task of this research is to 

highlight vowel length variations.  

2. Aims 

      The study aims to direct attention to bring about a distinction between 

vowel length variations and syllable length. This is hoped to acquaint EFL 

pronunciation teachers and learners with the considerable significance of 

length variations and their role in EFL teaching and learning.   

3.  Limitation  

      The study is limited to investigate pure long vowels and diphthongs 

length variations (differences). The study is limited to using SE forms that are 

used in every-day conversations and RP phonetic symbols.    

4. Data and Procedures 

      In this study, data are collected from reliable resources of the field. 

Phonemes, phonetic and phonemic descriptions are taken from such 

resources as those that are mentioned in the list of bibliography.  The 

procedures that are followed in this study are practical, descriptive and void 

of theorizing. Pairs of words are compared to distinguish length variations 

which are ascribed largely to difference in the phonetic environment.  

5. Value 

      The study is of importance to EFL language teachers and leaners 

especially in the field pronunciation. It is also important to researchers and 

simultaneous interpreters who rely heavily on an accurate oral performance. 

6. Review of Literature 

6.1. Length 

      It is a characteristic feature of a syllable or a speech sound usually used to 

refer to duration. In some languages such as English, it is used to distinguish 

sounds as either long or short (Trask, 1996, pp. 200-201).  
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6.2. Vowels 

      Gimson (1985, p. 38) defines vowels as sounds produced with a voiced 

air stream with no closure or narrowing of the organs of speech. The escaping 

air used to produce a vowel goes out of the air stream freely and without 

impediment.   

6.3. Diphthongs 

      A diphthong is a glide from one vowel into another. A diphthong is made 

up of two vowel sounds which make it as long as a pure long vowel (Roach, 

1983, p. 19).  

6.4. Syllable 

      A syllable is a speech unit usually longer than one sound and smaller than 

a word (Richards, Plat and Plat, 1992, p. 397). 

6.5. Chroneme  

      A chroneme is a phonological unit similar to a phoneme which serves to 

lengthen a preceding segment (Trask, 1996, p. 71).   

 

6.6. Phoneme  

      Hartman and Stork (1976, p. 170) define a phoneme as the smallest unit 

of phonology. It emphasizes the function of the sound within the sound 

system of a language. 

6.7. Minimal Pairs  

      A minimal pair is a pair of words, phrases or sentences similar in every 

phonological aspect except one (Hassan and El-Shayib, 1987, p. 49).    

6.8. Received pronunciation (RP)   

      It is a neutral accent in British English. It is derived from the prestige 

speech of the Court and the public schools and it is the accent which is 

associated with the better educated parts of society and most often cited as a 

norm for describing the pronunciation of British English (Crystal, 2011, 404).  

7. Exposition of  Short Vowels Length 

      In RP system, length is usually marked by two dots / : /. Half-length is 

indicated by / . / . As for shortness it is realized by the absence of the 

lengthening dots or the half-length dot. Extreme shortness is indicated by ᴗ 

over a sound symbol (Abbercrombie, 1967, p. 80).  

      Although many phoneticians consider a long vowel as a unitary element 

consisting of a vowel and a lengthening marker, Daniel Jones sees that a long 

vowel is a compound structure made up of a vowel and a phoneme of length 

called chroneme.  
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      Length is not a characteristic feature of long vowels only. Short vowels 

also have different durations. For instance, the short vowels / i / , / e / , / ӕ / , 

/ ɔ / , / ʊ / , / ʌ / , / ə / are lengthened rather than usual when they occur either 

in a strongly stressed syllable or in a word final position. In this case, a 

certain meaning is intended to be conveyed.  

Examples: 

a. Look at that dog.   / lʊk ət ðӕt dɔg / 

b. It isn’t bad. / it iznt bӕd /  

      As we see, length of short vowels is affected by the phonetic environment 

in which they occur. As an example of this is that short vowels are 

lengthened when they are either followed or preceded by voiced consonants. 

Therefore, the short vowel / ɔ / in dog is of longer duration than when it is 

followed by a voiceless consonant. Similarly, the short vowel / ӕ / in bad is 

having longer duration than is normal as it is followed by a voiced consonant.  

The short vowel / i /  in big is longer than / i / in pig  

(Jones,   1967, pp. 138-139). 

8. Length Exposition of Long Vowels and Diphthongs 

      As it has already been said, the length marker / : / is referred to by Jones 

(1967) as a phoneme of length called chroneme. Although length is indicated 

by a symbol, it is still difficult to realize the exact degree of the length. 

Length is realized and felt clearly when the phonetic environment is made 

different
1
. For instance, the / i: / in seed / si:d / is longer than the / i: / in seat / 

si:t /.  This added length of the former is due to the voiced consonant that 

follows. Long vowels are felt longer than they are when followed by voiced 

consonants (Jones, 1969).  

      Vowels and diphthongs are affected by certain factors in terms of length. 

The nature of pure vowels and diphthongs are not the same in terms of 

length. An example of this is that the long vowel (diphthong) / ai / in height  / 

hait / is longer than the long pure vowel  / i:/ in heat / hi:t /  

(Gimson, 1970. pp. 94-100).  

      Vowels length is affected by stress. variations of vowel duration is 

affected by the degree of stress. For example, the weakly stressed / ɔ: / in 

causation   / kɔ:zeiʃn /  is not as long as the strongly stressed / ɔ: / in cause / 

kɔ:z / (Jones, 1967, p. 126).  

                                                 
1
 The data of the study involves manual leafing through the pages of the pronunciation books that are used as 

resources. It is not through any machine-assisted method. Therefore, length variations are decided according 

to phonetic environment that gives a reader personal judgment in terms of duration.   
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9. Findings and Suggestions 

      In this study, it has been found out that language teachers in general and 

pronunciation learners in particular need to pay extra attention to the 

following: 

1. Vowel length and syllable length are not similar and identical though they 

affect each other. In some instances such as beat / bi:t /  and bead / bi: / the 

syllables in both words have similar length but the vowels do not. The vowel 

in the former is longer than the vowel in the latter.  

2. Length variations are used to distinguish one word from another. It is, 

therefore, used for reasons of emphasis by either lengthening or shortening 

vowels (pure and diphthongs) to convey meaning.  In this case it is the 

tendency of the speaker (native or foreign) that decides which is lengthened 

and which is shortened.  

3. Foreign learners should study pronunciation rules as a means to an end. 

Pronunciation should be studied in context, i.e., rules of pronunciation are 

important but how native speakers use them in speech is of considerable 

importance.  

Glossary of Technical Terms 

      This abridged glossary of technical terms aims to acquaint the specialized 

and interested reader of the commonly used English pronunciation technical 

terms and their Arabic counterparts. It is collected from reliable technical 

dictionaries of the field.  

A 

affricates أَفجبسٚخ -أطٕاد أحزكبكٛخ   

alveolar )طٕد نثٕ٘ )ُٚطك ػُذ انهثخ  

amidst ٔعؾ  

assimilation ٙانزُبعك انظٕر  

B 

Baghdadi Arabic انهٓجخ انجغذادٚخ  

bilabial )ٍٛشفٕ٘ )طٕد ُٚطك ثٍٛ انشفز  

broad ٔاعغ / ػشٚغ  

broad transcription كزبثخ طٕرٛخ ًٚثم  

ؼُٛبفٛٓب كم فَٕٛى طٕرب ي   
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C 

chain عهغهخ  

charts  انزٕػٛحٛخانهٕحبد   

closed juncture  ًٚكٍ انٕلٕف فّٛ لا يٕػغ   

communication الارظبل  

composed of  ٍيكٌٕ ي  

compound يشكت  

concentrated  يشكض  

consecutive  يززبثغ  

consonant cluster  ٍيجبيٛغ انغٕاك  

context  عٛبق انكلاو  

D 

 

dark / l /  انلاو انًؼخًخ  

dental  َٙاعُب  

determiners  الادٔاد انزٙ رغجك الاعًبء  

diagram   سعٕو رٕػٛحٛخ   

diphthongs  حشكبد يؼبػفخ  

dropped ُٚطك  لا   

E 

elision  انحزف  

enclosure   احبؽخ   

erasure  يغح  

extend  ًٚزذ  

extract ٚغزخهض  

F 

false  خبؽٙء / كبرة  

feature  طفخ / خبطٛخ  

final position انًٕلغ الاخٛش  

flap  ُٚطك ثؼشثخ ٔاحذح  

fluency  ؽلالخ فٙ انكلاو  

formation  ٍٕٚرك  

four-element cluster  ٍيجًٕػخ يٍ اسثغ عٕاك  

fraction  ٘كغش اػزٛبد  

fricative  ٙطٕد احزكبك  

function words ًم ا٘ يؼُٗ يثم الافؼبل انًغبػذح كهًبد َحٕٚخ نٓب ٔظٛفخ لٕاػذٚخ ٔلا رح   
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G 

glides  اَظبف حشكبد ساثطخ  

glottal ٘حُجش  

glottal stop   انًٓضح   

glottis ٔعؾ انحُجشح  

H 

half َظف  

half open  حشكخ طٕرٛخ شجّ يفزٕحخ )رُطك ٔانهغبٌ فٙ يٕلغ ٔعطٙ يٍ حٛث الاَخفبع

 ٔالاسرفبع(

hard  طهت / نٛظ نّ طفخ شجشٚخ  

hard palat عمف انفى  

I 

indicate  ٗٚشٛش ان  

initial ٙأن  

inserting ٕحش  

Internationa Phonetic Association (IPA)   ساثطخ انظٕرٍٛٛ انذٔنٛخ  

intrusive / r / انشاء انذخٛم  

J 

jargon نٓجخ خبطخ ثجًبػخ يؼُٛخ أ يُٓخ يحذدح 

juncture (pause) انٕلف  

junggram matiker  انجذد  انُحبح   

K 

kernel sentence )ٙجًهخ اعبعٛخ )فٙ انُحٕ انزحٕٚه  

key (n.) اعهٕة فٙ انكلاو  

key words  كهًبد دنٛهخ / كهًبد اعبعٛخ  

kine  ُٗاًٚبءح راد يؼ  

L 

labio-dental  َٙشفٕ٘ اعُب  

lacks (v.)  ٗٚفزمش ان  

lateral )ٌطٕد جبَجٙ )ثهفع ػهٗ جبَت انهغب  

lexical meaning  ٙيؼُٗ لبيٕع  

light / l / or clear / l / انلاو انًخففخ  

linking / r /  انلاو انًخففخ  

loan words يهًبد يغزؼبسح  

long  طٕد ؽٕٚم  

look and say ؽشٚمخ رؼهٛى انمشاءح ػٍ ؽشٚك انزذسٚت ػهٗ لشاءح انكهًبد  

loudness  جٕٓسٚخ انظٕد  
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low vowel ٌفٙ يٕلغ يُخفغ فٙ انفى( حشكخ ٔاؽئخ )رهفع ٔانهغب   

M 

mark   ٗاشبسح / ٚؤشش ان   

medial  ٙٔعط  

medial position   ٙيٕلغ ٔعط  

merging  ٙانًضج انظٕر  

miscellaneous  يزُٕع  

N 

nasal   اطٕاٌ اَفٛخ   

narrow transcription انظٕرٛخ( كزبثخ طٕرٛخ رفظٛهٛخ رغزخذو فٛٓب سيٕص رٕػح ادق انظفبد   

narrow nowel )حشكخ طٕرٛخ ػبنٛخ )يغهمخ  

nasal cavity رجٕٚف الاَف  

nasal pharynx  ٙاػهٗ انحهك / انحهك الاَف   

native language   انهغخ الاو   

O 

occur ٙٚشد فٙ / ٚحظم / ٚمغ ف 

open juncture طبنح نهٕلٕف فّٛ يٕػغ   

oral شفٕ٘ / طبدس ػٍ انفى  

oral cavity رجٕٚف انفى  

organs of speech انكلاو أػؼبء   

ordinary spelling ٘انزٓجٙ الاػزٛبد  

over correction الافشاؽ فٙ الانزضاو ثبنمٕاػذ ٔالاشكبل انهغٕٚخ انمذًٚخ  

 

P 

palatal طٕد ُٚطك فٙ عمف انحهك  

palate alveolar ُٚطك ثٍٛ انهثخ ٔعمف انحهك  

phonetician يخزض ثؼهى انظٕد  

phonetic transcription نكزبثخ انظٕرٛخا   

plosives اطٕاد اَفجبسٚخ  

point of articulation يخبسج الاطٕاد  

pointless ّلايؼُٗ ن  

principles اعظ  

progressive ٚزجّ انٗ الايبو  

Q 

qualitative ablaut  

  رغٛش فٙ َٕع انحشكخ كًب فٙ 

sing / sang / sung  
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quality َٕػٛخ انظٕد  

qualitative ablaut رغٛش جضئٙ فٙ انحشكبد انظٕرٛخ ػُذ رظشٚف كهًخ  

R 

regressive ٚزجّ انٗ انٕساء  

retroflex يمهٕة  

rhythm ٙانٕصٌ انظٕر  

rhythmic unit ٔحذح طٕرٛخ  

rounded ٍٛٚهفع ثشفزٍٛ يغزذٚشر  

S 

scramble ٚخهؾ  

segments عٕاكٍ ٔحشكبد  

semi-vowel طٕد عبكٍ يشبثّ نهحشكخ  

sentence stress   انزشذٚذ أ انُجش فٙ انجًهخ  

sibilants ٍٛانغٕاكٍ انغزخ انًشبثٓخ نهغ  

sound system ٙانُظبو انظٕر  

stops )اطٕاد غٛش يغزًشح )يُفجشح  

strong form طٛغخ يشذدح  

sub-human دٌٔ يغزٕٖ انجشش  

super segments طفبد الاطٕاد  

syllable يمطغ  

T 

technical terms يظطهحبد فُٛخ  

tone َغًخ  

transcribe phonetically ٚكزت ثبنشيٕص انظٕرٛخ  

trill طٕد ٚشجّ انشاء  

triphthongs حشكخ ثلاثٛخ  

two-element cluster ٍُٛيجًٕػخ يٍ عبك  

U 

umlaut ربثش حشكخ فٙ يمطغ ثحشكخ فٙ يمطغ يجبٔس  

unaspirated stop ٚظبحت َطمّ اَطلاق نهُفظ طٕد لا   

unilingual يزؼهك ثهغخ ٔاحذح  

union language نغخ يشزشكخ  

unit ٔحذح  

universal لبػذح نغٕٚخ ػبنًٛخ  

universalism ػبنًٛخ انهغخ أ انمٕاػذ انهغٕٚخ  

unrounded ٍٛٚهفع ثشفزٍٛ يُجغطز  

unrounding ٍٛاَؼذاو ركٕس انشفز  
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V 

velar )نٕٓ٘ )ُٚطك ػُذ انهٓبح  

velum انهٓبح  

vibrating اسرجبج  

voiced يجٕٓس  

voiceless يًٕٓط  

W 

weak form طٛغخ يخففخ  

word stress انُجش فٙ انكهًخ  

windpipe انمظجخ انٕٓائٛخ  

word كهًخ  

word boundary حذٔد انكهًخ  

word form طٛغخ انكلاو  

Y 

young grammarians           neo-grammarians ٕٚخ انزٙ ثشصد انُحبح انجذد )انًذسعخ انُح

ٔانزٙ رمٕل اٌ انمٕاػذ انظٕرٛخ خبنٛخ يٍ انشزٔر( 1780فٙ جبيؼخ لاٚجضج عُخ   

neo-linguists  ٙانهغٌٕٕٚ انجذد )يذسعخ نغٕٚخ رخبنف يذسعخ انُحبح انجذد ٔرشذد ػهٗ دٔس انفشد ف

 الاداء انهغٕ٘( 

z 

zero ّطفش / لا شكم ن  

zero morph  ًخ طٕد نّ يثم انجًغ فٙ كه يٕسف لا  

sheep 

zoo semiotics انزفبْى ثٍٛ انحٕٛاَبد  
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ثمعلومات الباح  

انغٛذ أجٕد ثبيش ػجٕد حبطم ػم شٓبدح انًبجغزٛش فٙ انهغخ الاَكهٛضٚخ ٔػهى انهغخ. انهمت انؼهًٙ       

يذسط يغبػذ ْٕٔ يؤنف نؼذد يٍ انكزت ٔانًمبلاد رزؼبيم جًٛؼٓب يغ يغبئم يًٓخ فٙ انهغخ 

ؤرًشاد الاَكهٛضٚخ ٔؽشائك انزذسٚظ. ٔانجبحث اٚؼب يزشجى يؤرًشاد فٕس٘ رشجى انؼذٚذ يٍ انً

نشؤعبء دٔل ٔعفشاء ٔاعبرزح جبيؼبد ٔثبحثٍٛ ػشالٍٛٛ ٔاجبَت ٔيذسعب نهغخ الاَكهٛضٚخ كهغخ اجُجٛخ 

.  2003فٙ انؼشاق يُز ػبو   
 اختلاف طول الحركات الطويلة والمركبة في اللغة الانكليزية الفصحى 
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 البحث5 مستخلص

رزُبٔل ْزِ انذساعخ رجبٍٚ ؽٕل نفع انحشكبد انُمٛخ انطٕٚهخ ٔانًشكجخ فٙ فٙ َظبو انهغخ الاَكهٛضٚخ       

. اعزخذو يفٕٓو ؽٕل انظٕد فٙ ْزِ انذساعخ نلاشبسح انٗ انٕلذ انز٘ ٚغزغشلّ نفع  RPانفظٛح 

حمٛمخ انزٙ رشٛش انٗ اٌ َغجخ لهٛهخ يٍ انحشكخ )ؽٕل يذح انظٕد(. ٔربرٙ اًْٛخ انذساعخ يٍ يُطهك ان

يذسعٙ انهغخ الاَكهٛضٚخ ٔيزؼهًٛٓب كهغخ اجُجٛخ ٚذسكٌٕ رذسج ؽٕل َطك انظٕد انز٘ رزًٛض ثّ 

جشٖ انزؼبؽٙ يغ اخزلاف ؽٕل انحشكبد يٍ يُطهك انجٛئخ انظٕرٛخ انزٙ رشد فٛٓب  انحشكبد انطٕٚهخ.

كخ ٔؽٕل انًمطغ انظٕرٙ انز٘ رشد ثّ. حٛث رجٍٛ ْزِ ْزِ انحشكبد ٔلذ رى انزفشٚك ثٍٛ ؽٕل انحش

انذساعخ ثبٌ ؽٕل انحشكبد ٚخزهف ثحغت اخزلاف انجٛئخ انظٕرٛخ ٔنزنك يٍ انًًكٍ نهحشكخ انطٕٚهخ 

ْٕ احذ  Stressْزا ٔلذ ٔجذ اٌ انُجش   اٌ ركٌٕ اؽٕل يًبْٙ ػهّٛ ثُبءا ػهٗ ربثشْب ثبنجٛئخ انظٕرٛخ. 

 Stressedبنخ انحشكخ. حٛث اٌ انحشكبد فٙ انًمبؽغ انظٕرٛخ انًشذدح الاعجبة انزٙ رغجت اؽ

Syllables  ركٌٕ اؽٕل يًب نٕٔسدد فٙ يمبؽغ الم شذح أ غٛش يشذدح. ٔفٙ خزبو انذساعخ، اػٛفذ

لبئًخ ثبنًظطهحبد انفُٛخ يغ يبٚمبثهٓب فٙ انهغخ انؼشثٛخ نزكٌٕ ػهٗ شكم لبيٕط يظغش نلاعزؼبَخ ثّ 

د فٙ ْزِ انذساعخ ٔجٓذا يؼبفب نخذيخ اطحبة الاخزظبص ٔانًٓزًٍٛ يٍ انمشاء فٙ فٓى انًظطهحب

 ٔانجبحثٍٛ.  

 كشَٔٛى ، ؽٕل انًذح ، اخزلاف ؽٕل انحشكخ ، انجٛئخ انظٕرٛخ،  الكلمات الاساسية 5 

 انهفع الاَكهٛض٘ انفظٛح . 

 


