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Abstract

The present study deals with how RP long vowels and diphthongs have
different length variations. Length in this study is used to refer to the time a
sound takes when pronounced (sound duration). The importance of the study
Is due to the fact that very few of EFL teachers and learners are aware of
length gradation which characterizes long vowels.

Length differences are dealt with in terms of the phonetic environment a
vowel occurs in. Vowel length is made different from syllable length. This
study shows that the length of long vowels varies according to the phonetic
environment®. Therefore, a long vowel can be longer than it is depending on
the phonetic environment.

It is found out that stress is one of the causes which affect vowel length.
Vowels in stressed syllables are longer than they are when they occur in
weakly or unstressed syllables. At the end of the study, a glossary of
technical terms with their Arabic counterparts is provided to serve as a mini
English-Arabic thesaurus for specialized and interested readers and
researchers.

Key Words:
Chroneme, Duration, Length Variations, Phonetic Environment, Received
Pronunciation.

Table of Abbreviations

Abbreviations Full Forms
CUP Cambridge University Press
Ds. Length Diphthongs Length

EUP Edinburgh University Press
RP Received Pronunciation
SE Standard English
SL Syllable Length

Vs. L Vowels Length

! The sounds that either follow or precede.
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Table of Length Symbols

Symbol Length Reference
/21 Long
/.1 Half Long
v Extreme Shortness

Table of SE Long Vowels and Diphthongs’

Pure long vowels Diphthongs
Symbols Key words Symbols Key words
[/ See /au/ go
[a.l father [av/ about
lu:/ too leil say
/3.1] fur [ail my
/2.1 saw /o] boy
/19 / near
/ea/ hair
[va/ pure

Introduction

Language is speech and speech is made up of meaningful speech sounds.
Owing to this fact, pronunciation should be given considerable attention.
Among the many pronunciation areas that deserve to be highlighted in
linguistic research, vowel length differences (variations) have been found to
need deeper research due to the importance it has to attain accuracy and
intelligibility.

It has been noted that a huge number of EFL teachers and learners most
often pass vowel length variations unnoticed. It goes to the extent that a large
number of the people concerned regard a vowel and the lengthening marker /
: / as one phoneme. It was Jones (1967) who first identified the difference.
He considers a long vowel as a complex structure made up of a vowel and a
lengthening phoneme which he calls “chroneme”.

This study is not only written to disclose length variations of long vowels,
it is written and thought of with the aim to differentiate vowel length and
syllable length. It explores the phonetic environment and the effect it has in
bringing about length variations.

! Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, 9" ed. 2015.
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1. The Problem

Failure to recognize vowel length variations and syllable length results in
an unsound and inaccurate pronunciation that leads to inaccuracy and
unintelligibility. However, very few EFL teachers are aware of this fact
which consequently leads to mispronunciation by the learners since the
teacher in this EFL environment is the only model for the learners. It is also
believed it has long been proved that learning incorrect and inappropriate
pronunciation engenders bad pronunciation habits that become hard to correct
in later stages of pronunciation learning. Thus, the task of this research is to
highlight vowel length variations.
2. Aims

The study aims to direct attention to bring about a distinction between
vowel length variations and syllable length. This is hoped to acquaint EFL
pronunciation teachers and learners with the considerable significance of
length variations and their role in EFL teaching and learning.
3. Limitation

The study is limited to investigate pure long vowels and diphthongs
length variations (differences). The study is limited to using SE forms that are
used in every-day conversations and RP phonetic symbols.
4. Data and Procedures

In this study, data are collected from reliable resources of the field.
Phonemes, phonetic and phonemic descriptions are taken from such
resources as those that are mentioned in the list of bibliography. The
procedures that are followed in this study are practical, descriptive and void
of theorizing. Pairs of words are compared to distinguish length variations
which are ascribed largely to difference in the phonetic environment.
5. Value

The study is of importance to EFL language teachers and leaners
especially in the field pronunciation. It is also important to researchers and
simultaneous interpreters who rely heavily on an accurate oral performance.
6. Review of Literature
6.1. Length

It is a characteristic feature of a syllable or a speech sound usually used to
refer to duration. In some languages such as English, it is used to distinguish
sounds as either long or short (Trask, 1996, pp. 200-201).
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6.2. Vowels

Gimson (1985, p. 38) defines vowels as sounds produced with a voiced
air stream with no closure or narrowing of the organs of speech. The escaping
air used to produce a vowel goes out of the air stream freely and without
impediment.
6.3. Diphthongs

A diphthong is a glide from one vowel into another. A diphthong is made
up of two vowel sounds which make it as long as a pure long vowel (Roach,
1983, p. 19).
6.4. Syllable

A syllable is a speech unit usually longer than one sound and smaller than
a word (Richards, Plat and Plat, 1992, p. 397).
6.5. Chroneme

A chroneme is a phonological unit similar to a phoneme which serves to
lengthen a preceding segment (Trask, 1996, p. 71).

6.6. Phoneme

Hartman and Stork (1976, p. 170) define a phoneme as the smallest unit
of phonology. It emphasizes the function of the sound within the sound
system of a language.

6.7. Minimal Pairs

A minimal pair is a pair of words, phrases or sentences similar in every
phonological aspect except one (Hassan and El-Shayib, 1987, p. 49).

6.8. Received pronunciation (RP)

It is a neutral accent in British English. It is derived from the prestige
speech of the Court and the public schools and it is the accent which is
associated with the better educated parts of society and most often cited as a
norm for describing the pronunciation of British English (Crystal, 2011, 404).
7. Exposition of Short Vowels Length

In RP system, length is usually marked by two dots / : /. Half-length is
indicated by / . / . As for shortness it is realized by the absence of the
lengthening dots or the half-length dot. Extreme shortness is indicated by o
over a sound symbol (Abbercrombie, 1967, p. 80).

Although many phoneticians consider a long vowel as a unitary element
consisting of a vowel and a lengthening marker, Daniel Jones sees that a long
vowel is a compound structure made up of a vowel and a phoneme of length
called chroneme.
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Length is not a characteristic feature of long vowels only. Short vowels
also have different durations. For instance, the short vowels/i/,/e/l,/ &/,
Iol,lvl,la/,/a/arelengthened rather than usual when they occur either
in a strongly stressed syllable or in a word final position. In this case, a
certain meaning is intended to be conveyed.

Examples:
a. Look at that dog. / luk ot deaet dog /
b. It isn’t bad. / it iznt baed /

As we see, length of short vowels is affected by the phonetic environment
in which they occur. As an example of this is that short vowels are
lengthened when they are either followed or preceded by voiced consonants.
Therefore, the short vowel / o / in dog is of longer duration than when it is
followed by a voiceless consonant. Similarly, the short vowel / & / in bad is
having longer duration than is normal as it is followed by a voiced consonant.
The short vowel / i/ in big is longer than / i/ in pig
(Jones, 1967, pp. 138-139).

8. Length Exposition of Long Vowels and Diphthongs

As it has already been said, the length marker / : / is referred to by Jones
(1967) as a phoneme of length called chroneme. Although length is indicated
by a symbol, it is still difficult to realize the exact degree of the length.
Length is realized and felt clearly when the phonetic environment is made
different'. For instance, the / i: / in seed / si:d / is longer than the / i: / in seat /
si:t /. This added length of the former is due to the voiced consonant that
follows. Long vowels are felt longer than they are when followed by voiced
consonants (Jones, 1969).

Vowels and diphthongs are affected by certain factors in terms of length.
The nature of pure vowels and diphthongs are not the same in terms of
length. An example of this is that the long vowel (diphthong) / ai / in height /
hait / is longer than the long pure vowel /i:/in heat/ hi:t/

(Gimson, 1970. pp. 94-100).

Vowels length is affected by stress. variations of vowel duration is
affected by the degree of stress. For example, the weakly stressed / o: / in
causation / ko:zeifn/ is not as long as the strongly stressed / o: / in cause /
ko:z / (Jones, 1967, p. 126).

! The data of the study involves manual leafing through the pages of the pronunciation books that are used as
resources. It is not through any machine-assisted method. Therefore, length variations are decided according
to phonetic environment that gives a reader personal judgment in terms of duration.
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9. Findings and Suggestions

In this study, it has been found out that language teachers in general and
pronunciation learners in particular need to pay extra attention to the
following:
1. Vowel length and syllable length are not similar and identical though they
affect each other. In some instances such as beat / bi:t / and bead / bi: / the
syllables in both words have similar length but the vowels do not. The vowel
in the former is longer than the vowel in the latter.
2. Length variations are used to distinguish one word from another. It is,
therefore, used for reasons of emphasis by either lengthening or shortening
vowels (pure and diphthongs) to convey meaning. In this case it is the
tendency of the speaker (native or foreign) that decides which is lengthened
and which is shortened.
3. Foreign learners should study pronunciation rules as a means to an end.
Pronunciation should be studied in context, i.e., rules of pronunciation are
Important but how native speakers use them in speech is of considerable
Importance.

Glossary of Technical Terms
This abridged glossary of technical terms aims to acquaint the specialized
and interested reader of the commonly used English pronunciation technical
terms and their Arabic counterparts. It is collected from reliable technical
dictionaries of the field.
A

affricates 4 jladil ASIKEAT ) gual
alveolar (Al xie (3hai) 5 Al & gua
amidst Lo s

assimilation 5 ssall (Bulsill

|co

Baghdadi Arabic 4l Aaell)
bilabial (o)l n Ghy & ga) (554l
broad g e / gl s

broad transcription Jia 43 ga 1S
Liza U g i 68 JS L
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C
chain b
charts A gl sl
closed juncture 48 <85l (S ¥ i se
communication Ju<3¥!
composed of ¢ osSa
compound <
concentrated S =
consecutive alie
consonant cluster ¢S sl alas
context ~3<I 3l

IO

dark / 1/ 4eduaall 23U

dental Sl

determiners elew¥) G ) &l 5aY)
diagram 4assca i e )

diphthongs 4icliae SIS o
dropped &by ¥

Im

elision sl
enclosure 4kl
erasure g
extend i

extract paliiug

Im

false S/ ¢ hla

feature ivald /dan

final position Y &8 sall

flap sas)ya yoay 3hby

fluency ~2<U) & 4sda

formation (xS

four-element cluster S sw gl (0 A gana

fraction (salde) s

fricative SSial & ga

function words sacluall Jud¥) Jie ine () dani YV g dgac ] 8 dyha 5 Ll 4 sa LS
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G
glides akl ) S ja slai)
glottal s
glottal stop 3 <!
glottis 3_aiall o g

H
half —uas
half open (=lai¥) Cus e oy adse 8 Glullly (Blati) da side 40l 4isn 4S a
(tm‘)\}”‘g
hard 4 sddda 4 o/ Gla
hard palat A&l ..

indicate ) e
initial !
inserting s
Internationa Phonetic Association (IPA) 4d sall (s sall adayl
intrusive / r / Jiaall &) )l
J
jargon saiss Aga 5l s delony Lald dagd
juncture (pause) <l
junggram matiker 2l slail)

K
kernel sentence (Lhsadll saill 8) Al dlea
key (n.) o280 4 sl
key words Al GLlS /4Ly il
Kine (e <l sLad

I

labio-dental (Sl 554

lacks (v.) ) Jsis

lateral (Obell) ila e dadly ila &gea

lexical meaning (w53 (e

light / 1 / or clear / | / ddisxdll 23Ul

linking / r/ 4asal) 23U

loan words 3 )lxiue Claka

long Jish &ga

look and say <lalSl el 8 ey paill Gy sk (e Bl ) adlad 38yl
loudness < sall 4 ) sea
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low vowel (pdll (& (addia ad ga 8 Ll g Jadli) daka) 9 4S )

M
mark 3 s /5l
medial s
medial position e & s
merging sl z <l
miscellaneous g siie
N

nasal 4l o) gl

NArrow transcription (4 seall Clacall 3al ma 6 ) a Lo ardind Al adi 41 gen 441
narrow nowel (dilae) 4le 435 5m 4S o

nasal cavity ¥ a5

nasal pharynx &V Glall / @lall el

native language aY!4xll

I©

OCCUN (& &/ deany / (3

open juncture 4 <o s sl <lua a5

oral aill (e yla / 5588

oral cavity edll iy g3

organs of speech S sliac

ordinary spelling satie Y (o2l

over correction 4wl 4 glll JISEY) 5 ac) g8l o) 3591 4 da) @)

P
palatal Glal) i 8 3hiy Cipa
palate alveolar sl cadu g 28l (e 3l
phonetician < gall aley (aiia
phonetic transcription 4 swall 4,U<1
plosives 4 ladil &l szl
point of articulation < sa¥) z i
pointless 4 Jixa¥
principles g/
progressive sy ) asiy

qualitative ablaut
S lLSAS jalle o b e
sing / sang / sung
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quality & gall dse 5

qualitative ablaut 4<lS <y pad vie 45 geall IS all (& S5 s
R

regressive /sl ) 4siy

retroflex < ke

rhythm (3 sall &5

rhythmic unit w;m SJAJ

rounded (s Yiue (il Jadly

In

scramble Ll

segments <8 a5 (S su

semi-vowel a8 jall 4lia (Sl & pua
sentence stress dlaall & il o) padal)
sibilants Cyell Agaliall 4501 (S gl
sound system 5 seall alaill

StOPS (5ie) 5 saise & ) sucl
strong form saxie 4aua

sub-human &l (s s (50

super segments &l pa¥) Ciliia

syllable alais

technical terms 4. Cilallaiag
tone 4sxs
transcribe phonetically 4 pall g0 )b Sy
trill 9\)3\ Al QO oua
triphthongs 4556 4S
two-element cluster ¢Slu (10 de sana

U
umlaut _stase ahie 84S oy adata 84S jn il
unaspirated stop osiill 33Uail ikt Caliay ¥ & pea
unilingual 3aa) 5 4xL 5&34
union language 4S _yiia 42l
unit sas 5
universal ixlle 4, 2l 32
universalism 4, g1l .n:\;ﬂ\ ;\ dall) dlle
unrounded (pilawia (pieds
unrounding el )}SJ e\m\

T
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V
velar (3ledll xie (3lavy) (5 5¢d
velum slell)
vibrating za3)
voiced L sex=
voiceless o sege

<

weak form 4ééis dapa
word stress 4.l & )
windpipe 45! s¢ll duadll
word 4lS
word boundary A<l 3 sas
word form &) sva
Y
young grammariars=>  neo-grammarians <) » il & saill A jaall) saald) slasl)
(5280 (e A0S A guall e 8 o) J Al 5 1870 4w z juY Aadls S
neo-linguists Al Hea Je 22k g aaall slail) A jae (allas 4, gl fmJ.u) Aaall ) g galll
(salll £1aY)

4
zerod SV / jia

zero morph 4alS & peall Jie dd Gisa ¥ i 5a
sheep

Z00 semiotics il sall (G aslail)
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