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Abstract:

This study investigates the Massacre of Wassy (1562) as the critical flash-
point that ignited the French Wars of Religion, focusing specifically on
the complex political maneuvers of Queen Catherine de>» Medici. The re—
search tracks Catherine’s persistent efforts to implement a policy of «con—
ditional tolerancey through legal decrees, and how the assault led by the
Duke of Guise derailed her ambitions to neutralize the conflict between
Catholics and Huguenots. It further analyzes her precarious position be-
tween maintaining royal legitimacy and yielding to the pressures of radi—
cal aristocratic factions, highlighting how this massacre forced her transi-

tion from a peacemakery to a crisis manager in a prolonged civil war.

Keywords: Vassi, massacre, Medici, Huguenots, religious wars.
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